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HAPPY NEW YEAR 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 
Reported by Mary Bell 
PICTURE STORY BOOKS 
Chalmers, Mary Harper 
KEVIN $1.50 


* Kevin is a rabbit whose size, adventures and very skillfully humanized atti- 
tudes and gestures recall the other tiny books through which Mary Chalmers is making an 
unforgettable place for herself in children's literature. Quite simply, Kevin leaves 
his beloved home in the woods for a spell in the city, makes two new friends, and re- 
turns far happier than he was before. The utter solemnity with which the story is told 
and the absence of any attempt at cuteness in the adorable tiny pictures are two reasons 
for Mary Chalmers' success. (3/4. LC: 57-5040) 


Lambert, Emily Whitty Harper 
THE MAN WHO DREW CATS $2 .00 


The doings of Mr. Alexander Phip, though preciously styled by the author and 
her artist husband, Saul Lambert, make a point - that good things result when people do 
what they most want and are best suited for. Mr. Phip's passion is to draw cats, any- 
where, everywhere and for whatever purpose and, silly as the occupation seems, it makes 
changes for the better in the lives of some neighbors. But the story and modernistic 
blue and yellow pictures are too far fetched to strike a real note of humor . (3/4-LC:57-5128) 


Kawaguchi, Sanae Little, Brown 
TARO'S FESTIVAL DAY cloth; $2.50 


Crow Boy and The Village Tree by Taro Yashima are such imaginative projections 
of Japanese child life that any other book suffers by comparison. This young author-il- 
lustrator has made a sincere attempt to convey a sense of children in Japan, and has 
chosen kite day, when every boy celebrates as our boys do on their holidays. In perhaps 
over-simplified narrative and accompanying pictures, she tells the story of two boys 
preparing for the celebration. But when the celebration itself comes, it falls flat. 
Decoratively, the illustrations are successful; the human figures seem unnecessarily awk- 
ward and unappealing. Reproduction in line and color wash. Sturdily made. (3/21.LC:56-907) 
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BOOKS TO READ ALOUD 


Johnson, Crockett Harper 
TIME FOR SPRING $1.50 


Irene is quite ready for spring, but the weather isn't. She's tired of sledding 
and sliding and doesn't even seem very excited when a snow man she builds comes alive. 
She just wishes he'd go away (which would mean spring had arrived)- a pity when he does 
for he was such a nice fellow. Again Crockett Johnson's stolid drawings have the squir- 
rel cheeked people who lock just faintly surprised. (3/%, LC: 57-5025) 


Fatio, Louise McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey House 
Cloth; $2.00. Library ed.; $2.50 
THE HAPPY LION ROARS 
* Qur favorite French zoo inhabitant (see ‘he Happy Lion and The Happy Lion in 

Africa) is in search of a mate. He is in luck too, for when a small circus comes to town, 
his sadness disappears when he finds the Most Beautiful Lioness in the world and smuggles 
her off to his cage with him. Roaring good pictures by Roger Duvoisin for this pat com- 
ment on love. Weak stitching in trade edition. (3/4. LC: 56-12263) 
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Merrill, Jean & McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey House 
Solbert, Ronni Cloth; $2.25. Library ed.; $2.75 
A SONG FOR GAR 

Boxes and The Travels of Marco were the first two books by this able author- 
artist team and both were about city people. Now comes a story of Eastern mountain folk 
in which both text and pictures give a feeling of the gaiety of the Marvells, a musical 
family who live on Sour Cherry Ridge. Though Absalom, the youngest of six boys, has a 
scratchy voice, it is he who makes up the song with which his elder brother Gar wins the 
contest and prize money that allows him to marry pretty Camden Pride. With its tricks and 
catches and the song all written out, the process is engaging. Ronni Silbert's drawings 
in ink and blue tints have a jaunty playfulness. Good stitching. (2/18. LC: 56-11721) 


Russell, Maurice Roy 
TOLD TO BURMESE CHILDREN $2.00 


This is an enjoyable collection of Burmese folk tales made as a result of Mr. 
Russell's many years in Burma as a teacher and the enchanted audience of his pupils. There 
are twenty-four stories in all and a sampling includes the tale of Yah Sah the scholar who 
was able to advise his king so well that he was made prime minister, a mouse who tried to 
get her daughter an all powerful husband and quite logically failed, and wise Mahawthada 
who freed his friends from an impossible royal demand. Pleasant family reading aloud. 
Decorated with neat drawings by Monica Walker. (1/28. LC: 57-5063) 


EASY READING 


Eberle, Irmengarde Watts 
THE FAVORITE PLACE $2.50 


The world of Pete, Suzie and Mark is temporarily shattered when elderly Mrs. 
Bradley moves into the house on the vacant lot where they had loved to play pioneers out 
West. But slowly, and surely, the children are won over by Mrs. Bradley's ways. She has 
a household of pets, yet finds time to be with the children. When there is an emergency 
and her grand-children come to stay with her for a while, things are better than they ever 
were before. An engaging six year old story by a practical hand, this has the realism of 


@ youngster's world in terms he can understand. Cartoon pictures by Susan Perl. (3/1.LC:56-7437 ) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- FICTION 


Mauzey, Merritt Abelard-Schuman 
OILFIELD BOY S2..5. ? 


There isn't quite the authenticity of tone in this as in Cotton Farm Boy, which 


was based on Mauzey's life. But there's the same solid realism, both in text and illustra- 
tions- a sort of Grant Wood Texas quality. The text is an earnest attempt to combine fact, 


moral patterns of a good life, and the Clays. But while our knowledge about deposits of oil, 


drilling methods, refining, etc. etc. is extended, the moral tone in which the facts are 
wrapped makes Albert Clay and his parents emerge as paragons of’virtue, dull, righteous 
people, whose material goal is the finding of a gusher. (3/15. LC: 56-10386) 


Eyre, Katherine Wigmore Lippincott 
CHILDREN OF LIGHT $2.75 


Fictionalizing the discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls, Katherine Eyre has made 


an appealing short story about the two Arab youths who came across the caves and the scrolls 


in Wadi Qumran. Dulla, the youngest, is depicted as an orphan of Judea who gets himself 
hired by adh-Dhib, a young Bedouin herdsman with a tiny flock he is taking to Bethlehem. 
En route across the desert, they find the caves, but besides the now familiar events which 
followed, the story is principally that of the growing friendship between the two boys. 
Dulla finds a warm welcome with adh-Dhib's tribe. He also begins to wonder about their 


religion and the comfort they find in their god. The story builds to a climax as the scrolls 
are brought to the attention of a Syrian priest and a Jewish scholar who in turn play their 


part in helping Dulla to find his god too. Compare this with the other recently published 


Juveniles about the scrolls as a story that covers only the first weeks after the discovery 


but which in its immediacy makes an interesting link with the more detailed books. (See 
ee Cave g BSS tog and Eisenberg, The Great Discovery). Drawings by Arthur Marokvia. 
. LC: ol 1 
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MacDonald, Betty Lippincott 
HELLO, MRS. PIGGLE-WIGGLE $2.25 


These further stories of Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle and her various "cures" take the 
same tack as Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle and Mrs. Piggle-Wiggle's Farm in their moderately funny 
to hilarious illustrations of the consequences of being a show-off, crybaby, a bully, a 
whisperer and a slowpoke. Sometimes it takes an object lesson, sometimes a disappearing 
act. But at all times the conversation sparkles with the kind of adult joking children 
love to mimic and with humorous comments on the more trying times of childhood. Hilary 
(of Eloise) Knight's drawings add a benevolent malevolence. (2/27) 


Nesbitt, Marion Lippincott 
CAPTAIN JOHN SMITH'S PAGE $2.50 


A skillful piece of fictionalized history for youngest readers sticks closely 
to the facts of the settling of Jamestown as they were experienced by Samuel Collier who 
as a boy of ten became Smith's page and sailed with him to Virginia. There through 
Samuel's eyes we are told of the tragic famines and winters and the attempts to get along 
with the Indians, at times friendly and at times justifiably distrustful. Later Samuel 
receives his reward for his valuable work as interpreter and negotiator and though he 
almost loses it when it is decided to abandon the colony completely, his story ends on 
a note of hope as more ships from England come bearing Gates and De la Warr and the news 
that Smith is alive and safe in England. Substantial and well planned. Drawings by 
Douglas Gorsline. (3/13) 


Simpson, Dorothy Lippincott 
THE HONEST DOLLAR $2.75 


Lee's Island off the New England coast is the scene of a sturdy domestic drama 
and of young Janie Marshall's acquisition of the measure of responsibility that helps her 
whole family take a new grip on life. Head of a family of four children, Mr. Marshall 
is a poor fisherman whose pride stands in the way of letting him take the least favour 
from anyone, so that when Janie is accused of stealing unused driftwood from another 
man's beach,the blow is doubly hard to take. Thereafter, Janie's search for ways to 
earn money to buy the small encyclopedia she wants and eventually to help with still an- 
other new baby in the family, is beset with the difficulties of being a girl and of 
finding the jobs. But diligence turns the tide. In the end Janie has made some new 
friends on Lee's Island and Mr. Marshall, now more optimistic, is willing to concede 
that Janie might possibly be able to go to high school after all. Jillustrated by Dorothy 
Bayley Morse. (2/27. LC: 57-5615) 


Lindquist, Willis McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey House 
CALL OF THE WHITE FOX $2.50 


More heroics than adventuring enters into this story of twelve year old Mark 
McRoy whose parents have come to run a trading post among the Eskimos in northern Alaska. 
Mark has already made friends with Oka and his people, but he loses the friendship when 
he captures and raises Kali, a fox cub, for Oka and his family are members of the Seal 
clan who look upon the fox as an evil sign. Finding it impossible to give up Kali, Mark 
discovers that another Eskimo tribe, the Fox clan, traditional enemies of the Seal peo- 
ple, have been secretly watching him with Kali. Their admiration leads to an eventually 
peaceful reconciliation, but the adulation bestowed on Mark for his unnatural bravery 
and daring is not likely to convince more discriminating young readers. Illustrated 
with drawings by P. A. Hutchison. (3/4. LC: 56-13396) 


Trevor, Meriol Sheed & Ward 
SUN SLOWER, SUN FASTER $3.25 
* Though definitely geared for a young Catholic audience, this is a fantasy-ad- 
venture with the humor and perception characteristic of the best writing for this age 
group. The setting is England where young Cecilia Thorne has come to spend some months 
at her Uncle Ambrose's estate while her parents are in Africa. There she finds two 
cousins from other branches of the family- Rick, who is her age and is far better at 
imagining than studying, and Dominic Erland, a war veteran who has come to tutor them. 
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Both Rick and Dominic have Uncle Ambrose's enmity because their parents had made the wrong 

marriages but as things turn out the right way,with a romance between Dominic and a young 

aunt of Rick's and the inheritance of the estate for Rick, the ending is orthodox and happy,.; | 
The road to it however is a richly winding one as each of the characters develop. Dominic 
is an extraordinary teacher and Rick and Cecilia are able, with him, to find excitement in 
everything. History comes alive. They actually walk into the past as into a dream world 

and as each of them is searching for something more than mere factual knowledge, all they 

do and experience becomes centered around the building of very meaningful lives, part of 

which is a working faith in religion. Richly rewarding particularly within the limits of 

the Catholic faith. Drawings by Edward Ardizzone lend great charm. (1/23. LC: 57-6052) 


EIGHT TO ELEVEN- NON-FICTION 


Bischof, George & Eunice Harcourt, Brace 
SUN, EARTH AND MAN $2.75 


A general survey of man in relation to nature begins with an on the scene report 
of a solar eclipse and a small boy's wondering where the Earth would be without the sun. 
Backtracking, the authors then relate the Earth's origin as part of the sun, early life, 
early man and so forth on up to the high degree of adaptation to and control of nature's 
various forces. One could quibble with the Bischofs' definition of man's struggle with 
nature as a war, but on the whole their book is an efficient concept builder of man, his 
place on Earth, and Earth's place in the universe. Illustrated with photographs and 
drawings. (1/7. LC: 56-8352) 


Courlander, Harold with Harcourt, Brace 
Prempeh, Albert Kofi THE HAT SHAKING DANCE $2.95 


This collection of tales about Anansi, the story hero of the Ashanti people of 
Africa's Gold Coast, exhibits the care of a practiced folklorist whose other collections, 
Ride With the Sun etc. are familiar. Anansi is a spider, always tricky, sometimes chas- = 
tised for his tricks. The title story comes from one of his more disgraceful episodes- 
the time when Anansi was acting too virtuous at a funeral and then had to disguise the 
fact that he'd broken a fast. Others portray Anansi sitting in judgment on age, passing 
off debts, winning the right to tell all the stories and so forth. Mr. Courlander has had 
valuable assistance from an African student and the notes on the stories and Ashanti cul- 
ture are enlightening. For Anansi's migration to the West Indies see Philip Sherlock's 
collection, Anansi, the Spider Man (Crowell, 1954). Enrico Arno's spidery drawings are 
styled like African images. Read-aloud, too. (1/9. LC: 56-5872) 


TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- FICTION 


Miller, Dorothy Shirley Dodd, Mead 
SHOWBOAT ROUND THE BEND $3.00 








The time is the hey day of Lillian Russell's fame but the scene is remote, the 
small town of Riverbank where fifteen year old Julie Page is trying desperately to think 
up ways to start her own career as a singer. Grammy is the main obstacle- Grammy with her | 
failing drug store business and the way she spends all the income on the flock of canaries 
she is raising. And Grammy thinks too that Julie should take to a more secure form of life. 

Yet when the showboat comes twice during the summer to Riverbank, Julie finds a way to be- 

come part of one of the performances and Grammy, who reluctantly watches the performance, 

is persuaded. Good times on the side, the bustle of river life and Julie's friendship with 
a talented Negro girl pianist, lend breadth to a warm story. (3/18. LC: 57-6518) ) 


Stolz, Mary Harper | 
BECAUSE OF MADELINE $2.75 | 
Miss Stolz has undertaken an exacting task in her new teen age novel- the tracing e 
of the effect of a single personality on the lives of others. In this goal she has fallen 
somewhat short though her story is again reminiscent of her other books in the frankness 
and free expression and understanding of the teen ager. The plot revolves around Madeline 
Portman, a new girl who enters the fashionable Bramley School following the Christmas holi- 
days, and who seems to Dot and the others in the class, cheap and loud and common, quite 
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obviously from a poor family and a misfit at Bramley. Dot's brother, Brian, home 
from boarding school for the holidays, had met Madeline at a skating rink and rescued 
her from a youth who was annoying her. Brian in any case is unconventional, and de- 
spite Dot's protests continues to see a good deal of Madeline. Then- once school is 
underway again, Madeline becomes a focal point of disruption; the boys are crazy 
about her; the girls draw together in a solid phalanx; Dot, because of Brian, tries 
to be nice to her but rather half-heartedly. Madeline herself emerges as reserved, 
sensitive, proud, conscious of her poor background and gradually bringing Dot and her 
crowd to the realization that it takes all kinds to make a world. But she remains 

a shadowy figure. Only occasionally does her effect on Dot and some of the more 
sensitive girls come through....There are many elements too often sidetracked in 
school stories- the snobbery, uncertain standards and difficulties of adjustment. But 
the whole book does not measure up to Miss Stolz's best. (3/¢. LC:57-5357) 


Conrad, Sybil rt] Henry Holt 
ENCHANTED SIXTEEN : $2.75 


If it were not for its conventionally happy and proper ending, this might 
have been taken as a rather refreshing satire on the teens. As the book opens 
Connie Foster, 16 and a junior at Oakdale High, is undergoing an early waking mood of 
excitement, having just decided to be an actress. This ambition is discarded when 
she finds out that her dramatics teacher is married and the father of two. Art comes 
next but goes the same way when Connie realizes that her best friend's brother, a 
painter, doesn't want to marry her. When Mrs. Foster gets appendicitis Connie finds 
a@ measure of satisfaction in being a housekeeper but she is deprived of this too 
when her mother returns from the hospital. It takes the summer as a governess on 
Cape Cod and a meeting with Jim, a hardworking law student, to make Connie realize 
that what she really wants to be is a responsible individual and a kindergarten 
teacher. Everything is pretty funny up to the last, when the talks with Jim and the 
new feelings are treated with quite a different approach in the narrative than were 
Connie's earlier doings. Illustrated by Velma Ilsley. (3/2. LC:57-5751) 


Lee, Rector Lawrence Little, Brown 
GIL'S DISCOVERY IN THE MINE $3.00 


An adventure story with a definite vocational purpose follows Gil Swift 
through a summer job during the course of which he learns far more than what it is 
like to work in a Colorado mountain copper mine. For Gil goes off to work at the mine 
hating geometry and quite sure that what he most wants is a career in football. But 
events, among them the enforced absence of the engineer, move to put Gil in a position 
where mathematics become a necessity and hence interesting enough to make the boy 
adopt a more realistic attitude to study and a career in mining too. As literature, 
however, the story is too carefully written and too padded with prescribed ideas and 
emotions to be really convicing. The drawings by Sidney A. Quinn are tidy but rather 
delicate for a boy's book. (3/14. LC:57-5519) 


Wilcox, Don Little, Brown 
JOE SUNPOOL $2.75 


A staid but steadying story of a Navajo boy, Joe Sunpool, who goes to the 
famous Indian college, the Haskell Institute in Lawrence, Kansas, and there meets 2 not 
unexpected set of problems. In coming to Haskell, Joe strongly feels the ties of his 
people. His emotions are mixed for while his father wants him to have the chance to 
learn to be a good printer, his uncle is sure education will pry Joe away from his fami- 
ly forever. At Haskell Joe is set upon by the bully, Matt Chalifoe, but finally comes to 
terms with him. He makes friends with two Cherokees, Woodrow and Neola Arnett, and is 
temporarily puzzled by the conceited Woodrow who seems so different in this respect 
from his understanding sister. Through the year the deepening friendships are interwoven 
with school activities emphasizing Indian ways and customs and the contribution Joe in 


particular makes to each of them as a printer. At the end he sees definitely that he 
can use his growing skill directly with his people. A book that indicates Indian advan- 
cement in relation to Indians as a group rather than in relation to the white man's 


world. Illustrated by the Indian artist Alan Houser in his characteristically rough 
hewn and foreshortened figure style. (3/7. LC:56-8455) 
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Macrae Smith 


Tompkins, Walker A. 
S OS AT MIDNIGHT V5. 2 

An adventure story meant to emphasize the techniques and usage of ham radios 
dramatizes its plot at the expense of making a sounder presentation of an activity that 
is interesting and exciting enough in itself not to have to warrant the histrionics. The 
heroes are two boys, Tommy and Spud, of Santa Bonita, a small California coast town newly 
alerted to a gang of smugglers operating in their district. Spud's newsman father blames 
Sheriff Ross Jackson for his dependence on "gadgets" rather than force to catch the crooks, 
but the boys are on Jackson's side and with the help of Tommy's radio, Slankard and his 
sluggards are trapped. Radio information, laced into the narrative, reduces some of the 


melodramatic effect. (3/7) 


Callahan, Lorna McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey House 
WHERE THE TRAIL DIVIDES $2.75 


The Watteaus of New Orleans, a widowed teacher and his sixteen year old daughter 
Fernande, start out to Oregon from Independence in the mid 1800's and their search for a 
new life presents a cross section of typical pioneering experiences. Though Fernande and 
her father are friendly, engaging people, enmity is created in the wagon train by Mrs. 
McCoon from Illinois who views them as "foreigners" and thinks their presence is a jinx. 
The struggle is doubly hard for Fernande, who has made friends with Agatha McCoon and her 
cousin Zachary. Indeed, the pile up of misfortunes- sickness, an Indian attack, trouble 
with the wagons and oxen- seems ominous. But a situation develops where the Watteaus help 
rescue the McCoons from disaster and all can look forward to a brighter future in the 
Willamette Valley together. Sturdy and sound. Drawings by Paul Galdone. 8-11 too. 


(3/4. LC: 56-13389) 


Cooper, Frank A. McGraw-Hill- Whittlesey House 
MR. TEACH GOES TO WAR $2.75 a 


A story of the War of 1812 as it was fought in northern New York state has a 
deeper realism and character analysis than the average teen age historical. The central 
figure is Bonesteel, a young and very robust country school teacher and his determination 
to make a good boy out of Jack, half Indian and half French, has the makings of a mystery, 
the outcome of which also hinges on the results of the Battle of Plattsburg. For Jack's 
father was known as guide to the Carcajou and his gang of smugglers on Lake Champlain. 

As their capture coincides with an American victory, there is a new future for Jack and 
his father as well as a victory over the community prejudice against them. A tale that 
combines its excitement with edification in a competent, manly narrative. (2/?.LC:57-6388) 


Bennett, Eve Messner 
I, JUDY $2.95 


Going through adolescence via her job on the high school newspaper, Judy is be- 
set with recognizable problems, whose outcomes are predictable but energetically achieved. 
First there is a poison pen letter from two of the Searchlight'’s editorial board complain- | 
ing about Judy's unpopularity and untidiness. But instead of resigning, Judy rallies, 
decides to go ahead and become a representative of the lesser knowns on campus and in the 
process improves her appearance and begins to have her first dates. There is one diffi- | 
cult boy as well as Judy's problem with her mother, whom she doesn't want to fail, but as 
hard work and experience bring maturity there is, too, a wiser kind of happiness. (3/?LC:57-6585 ) | 


MacDonald, Zillah K. Romance: for Young Moderns~ Messner 
ROXANNE, INDUSTRIAL NURSE $2.95 





a Roxanne McCrea, of Swedish-Scotch background, is a nurse at St. Agatha's hospi- = 
tal in New York City when an accident patient Peter Reid, from the Hudson Sugar refinery, 
brings her into contact with a new job and a mystery. Going over to the refinery to get 

Reid's watch for him, Roxanne meets the nurse there and soon becomes her assistant. But 

there is more than work involved for Roxanne soon becomes aware of a whispering campaign 
against Anthony Polk, Hudson's young and impetuous general manager and then becomes a possi- 
ble key witness against another jealous executive jockeying for Polk's job. His tactics 





e 
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involve danger to all of the personnel, a thing which Roxanne risks her job to ex- 
pose and in the process not only prevents a social crime but wins Anthony's love too. 
More romancing than nursing here, which may detract from the occupation's more in- 
trinsic rewards. (3/7) 


Crane, Florence Random House 
GYPSY SECRET $2.95 


From Chicago, 16 year old Randy Alvarez and her father Culvato come to 
Calhoun County on the Mississippi to live in the cave where Randy had spent part of 
her early childhood and to fulfill a request made by her dead mother, that Randy 
come to know the maternal, non-Gypsy side of her family. Though Randy does not dis- 
cover the connection between herself and the Lake family, split in their loyalty 
towards the Gypsys, until she has come to know them and to fall in love with a young 
neighbor, Troy Lansing, she is immediately pulled into her new surroundings. Besides 
her feeling for Troy, there is the mystery of old Sweeney and the resentment he too 
bears against a people he thinks killed one of his children. The climax, involving 
a disastrous race on a horse Randy has come to manage far better than Sweeney ever 
could, and the death of Culvato, serves to sort the prejudices and loyalties and to 
establish Randy's rightful inheritance as the Lake's granddaughter. A substantial 
teen age novel that treats the little known Romany gypsys in a way that seems to 
stem from first hand knowledge. (3/?. LC:57-6468) 


Nelson, Marg Ives Washburn 


STORM AT ANDERSON POINT . $2.75 


A fishing outpost on the Columbia River is the scene of the disheartening 
situation in which Sally, at 16, finds herself when her Uncle Wes and Aunt Bertha 
must take her out of boarding school in the attempt to tighten the family purse 
strings. Badly in debt, the cannery lost, his son Chester an invalid from an accident, 
Uncle Wes feels he will hurt everything he touches and his life seems further hampered 
by Sally whom the whole family consider spoiled. But it is she who brings them a 
breath of fresh air. Her ideas for turning Anderson Point into a fishing camp, for 
getting Chester to use his legs, give them all the injection they need and Sally, too, 
finds romance and the first real home she has ever had. A simple story, appealing to 
folk in similar circumstances. Good regional. (3/2) 


Ferris, Helen- Fd. Terrific Triple Title~- Watts 
GIRLS, GIRLS, GIRLS $3.00 


An anthology that covers a wide range of quality in writing for the teen 
ages, from very, very good to mediocre, this presents a substantial collection of over 
fifteen stories some of which at least should find their ways to the affections of 
any young reader. Though not all of the writers are well known, the ones that attract 
our immediate attention are Shirley Jackson with a story of triumph over that miserable 
left out feeling, Jessamyn West with an episode from Cress Delehanty, Langston Hughes, 
and Mari Sandoz. And among the others there is enough of problem solving and humor 
to make this volume the nearest thing between covers to a very understanding big 
sister. (3/1) 

TWELVE TO SIXTEEN- NON-FICTION 


Smith, Bradford Portraits of the Nations- Lippincott 
THE ISLANDS OF HAWAII $2.75 


Stemming from Mr. Smith's background as a visitor to the Islands and as the 
author of Yankees in Paradise (Lippincott, 1956), a study of the missionaries' work there 
in the 19th century, this is a competent historical and contemporary picture of 
Hawaii. Material includes physical descriptions of the different islands, the political, 
economic and the colorful cultural milieux in which their people find themselves today. 
But Mr. Bradford's sympathies are definitely with the social changes and the atmosphere 
Hawaii's more serious minded white residents; both missionaries and planters, were able 
to bring about. Through his treatment of history we get little sense of the tragedy of 
the misunderstood and disappearing Hawaiian and, fascinating as he makes modern Hawail 
seem, he is convinced that in religion and business might has made right. Illustrated 
with photographs. (2/27. L157 -6282 ) 








8 (J-8) Twelve to Sixteen- Non-fiction- continued January 1, 1957 


Great Moments Series Roy 
1/28 ea. $2.50 
Hopkins, Kenneth- GREAT MOMENTS IN EXPLORATION (LC: 57-5064) eo 


Taylor, John R.- GREAT MOMENTS IN FLYING (LC: 57-5177) 


Both these volumes deal with their familiar subjects in an efficient introduc- 
tory manner; the chapters are filled with enough of anecdote and of fact to make their 
reading entertaining and informative. The Great Moments in Exploration includes material 
on Marco Polo, Henry Hudson, Cook, Lord Macartney as Britain's first ambassador to China, 
Speke's two year trip up the Nile, Douglas Mawson's ordeal in Antarctica. British ac- 
cented but not without interest and import for Americans. Orthodox drawings are by David 
Walsh....Great Moments in Flying carries a predictable series of events from the Wright 
brothers' successful efforts at Kitty Hawk to the breaking of the sound barrier in the 
Bell X-l. Drawings here are by H. A. Johns. 


Hale, John Roy 
NAPOLEON $3.00 


This is an efficient working biography in which Mr. Hale not only describes the 
more remarkable aspects of Napoleon's character but examines the effect they had on im- 
mediate and remote surroundings. His career as a clever military upstart, as leader of 
campaigns in Italy and Egypt, as Consul, as Emperor and as emperor-conqueror, retraces 
the familiar outlines of Napoleon's life. But in the analysis of motives behind actions 
and in Mr. Hale's apt characterizations of Napoleon as a brilliant idealist, as sometimes 
childishly emotional, and as a man who charmed the people around him, we have a book that 
may lead younger readers to the longer and more detailed studies. Illustrated with 
reproductions. : (1/28. LC: 57-5022) 


FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


Kenyon, F. W. Crowell 
MARY OF SCOTLAND $3.95 


To his portrait gallery of women in history (The Emperor's Lady, Emma, etc.) 
F. W. Kenyon adds a tempting figure whose life needs no fictionizing. Everything is 
there: the young widowed queen, the return to a childhocd home and an unfriendly kingdom, 
the dangerous gift of fascination that both wins and alienates; violence, romance, inm- 
prisonment. These elements challenge the imagination and make beguiling reading. (Full 
report on p. 913. 2/?. LC: 57-5631) 


O'Neill, Egan Messner 
THE ANGLOPHILE $3.95 


A period story of considerable substance feeds on the Irish-English hatred and 
concerns Dennis McDermott, known as an Anglophile but an active member of a subversive 
band. When he marries an English girl, Anne, Sir Harry, a jealous Special Investigator, 
begins to build up a case against Dennis, now tormented by both love and loyalty. Fi- 
nally in a secret sortie in which Dennis is wounded, Anne is allowed to prove her love 
and allegiance too. Dashing. (Full report on p. 910. 2/19) 


Landon, Christopher Morrow-Sloane 
ICE COLD IN ALEX $3.75 


A cleancut account of a desert crossing follows the German siege of Tobruk and & : 
the attempt by three men and two women to reach Alexandria. Delegated to escort Sister | 
Norton, a nurse, and Diana Murdoch, Capt. Anson and his machinist Pugh, are joined by Capt. 

Zimmerman whose solitary activities betray him. The impossible terrain, the death of Sis- 
ter Norton, the breakdowns- are the elements in a journey which does reach its end and 
offers a new beginning for Diana and Pugh. (Full report on p. 908. 2/16. LC: 57-5428) 
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Harmon, Charlotte & Crowell 
Taylor, Rosemary BROADWAY IN A BARN $3.50 


The headaches, backaches and bank aches of a summer stock company are fully 
tallied in Mrs. Harmon's ten year accounting of her New England projects. From renova- 
ting an old hotel for living quarters and an old church for a playhouse, to the staff, 
the players and the plays, this checks over the good times and the bad and looks at all 
the problems from production on down to the personal morals (drinking and sex) of the 
players themselves. It's an entertaining score on many points and has many details to 
offer on the subject of theatre and summer theatre in particular. (Full report on 


p. 927. 2/2. LC: 57-5692) 


McCracken, Harold Doubleday 
HUNTERS OF THE STORMY SEA $4.50 


The Russian conquest of Alaska and the islands commenced in the 1700's and de- 
clined gradually due to corruption and the Anglo-American competition. The path of em- 
pire oddly enough, followed the reefs and kelp patches where the sea otter then flour- 
ished and as pelt after pelt was taken, the Russian conquistadores lived up to the 
Spanish tradition with murder, rape, enslavement and religion as their instruments of 
power. A neglected period which Mr. McCracken's resounding and free ringing account 
should help to illumine. (Full report on p. 925. 3/7. LC: 57-5790) 


Boyd, T. A. Dutton 
PROFESSIONAL AMATEUR $4 .00 


The life of Charles F. Kettering is a phenomenon of American Industry and 
inventive genius which is palpable enough in everyone's daily experience. It helps 
keep the refrigerator cold, automatically starts the car, keeps locomotives and other 
vehicles running with Diesel motors and so forth. And, adding wholesome touches about 
Kettering's personal life, this should appeal to any and all interests in popular 
science. Photographs. (Full report on p. 922. 2/20. LC: 57-5336) 


Brookes, Ewart Dutton 
RESCUE TUG $3.50 


Deep sea salvage and rescue tales from England are centered around the 1951 
story of the Turmoil’s attempt to save the American freighter Flying Enterprise whose 
captain captured public interest in his determination to stay with his ship. And from 
the origins of towing on to modern day ships and equipment this is a flattering recog- 
nition of robust seagoers. Photographs and maps. (Full report on p.922. 2/19. LC:57-5332) 


Rebuffat, Gaston Dutton 
STARLIGHT AND STORM $4.00 


Sir John Hunt introduces Gaston Rebuffat (one of the four to return from 
Annapurna) and his book is an account of various climbs he has made. All of it is per- 
vaded by the mystique and challenge of mountains for the author writes with the elation 
and See ae eloquence this special pursuit holds. (Full report on p. 920. 2/15. 

LC: 56-5303 


Highet, Gilbert Knopf 
POETS IN A LANDSCAPE $6.50 


This charming volume is the record of a passionate pilgrimage to the native 
land and cities of seven classical Roman poets. In the brief but sparkling lives of 
Catullus, Vergil, Propertius, Tibullus, Horace, Ovid and Juvenal, Highet has included 
fine translations of significant poems and he has placed the whole in an intimate set- 
ting of their native backgrounds, homes and villages which he has apparently visited 
recently and with deep reverence and interest. Highet's radio audience and his very 
readable style should provide a good number of readers among the more serious high 
school Latin students. (Full report on p. 921. 2/18. LC: 56-5789) 
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Kendrick, T. D. Lippincott 
THE LISBON EARTHQUAKE $4.00 


This fine piece of historical journalism captures the theological, scientific ee 
and philosophic tempers of the 18th century, focussing them through a single event- the 
Lisbon Earthquake of 1755 and its meaning for the western world. It is exciting, graphic 
reportage, immediate enough to carry the reader into the stricken city where ruin came to 
all kinds of people. Yet it is dispassionate in ranging over the waves of theological 
opinion which included an irrational fear of God and of new scientific thought resulting 
in a study of the quakes. A book that is at once lively and scholarly and definitely 
rewarding supplementary reading for students covering this period. (Full report on 


p. 926. 2/27) 


Stephen, David Lippincott 
SIX POINTER BUCK $3.50 


In this biography of a roebuck the author has come close to making himself one 
with the animal- from his frightened fawn days until, as a six pointer with one tine 
missing, he knew himself master of Glencryan. His range in Scotland, the constant strife 
at all levels of existence, the sense of knowing what instinct dictates- these Mr. Stephen 
recreates with an accuracy and feeling that comes from intimate knowledge. A must for 
animal lovers. (Full report on p. 926. 2/27. LC: 57-6237) 


Patterson, Samuel White Morehouse-Gorham 
THE POET OF CHRISTMAS EVE $4.50 


This fascinating biography of Clement Clark Moore shows him, in addition to 
being the poet of the heart of childhood everywhere, as a scholar, pamphleteer, musician, 
churchman, professor and college trustee. He was also a man of the early 19th century 
and there are many highlights and sidelights about New York and the nation in the first 
eight decades after the Revolution. Though its appeal will be greatest at this season, 
this should be a "year round" book for a wide general market. (Full report on p. 897. Pol@® 
LC: 56-10121) | 


Michener, James A. & Random House 
Day, A. Grove RASCALS IN PARADISE $4.75 


Ten adventurers who played their parts over four centuries (1595 to 1953) 
are presented as examples of men whose choice for a way of escape lay in the Pacific. 
Greed, lust for power, the lure of the unknown- these were the prompting elements of 
pirates and buccaneers, explorers, a writer, an artist, a politician, and a whaleman 
obsessed with the idea of mutiny. Though most of the names will be unknown to average 
American readers, the authors' combined talents of scholarship and yarn spinning have 
created ay with strong appeal for special interests. (Full report on p. 917. 2/2. 
LC: 57-53 


Roosenburg, Henriette Viking 
THE WALLS CAME TUMBLING DOWN $3.50 


Deceptively undramatized, this builds up into one of the most moving and ab- 
sorbing stories of the liberation of a group of political prisoners from southeast 
Germany. At a low ebb physically with the war's end, three girls and a merchant sea- 
man, members of the Dutch underground, made their way back to Holland in five weeks of 
chaos. Most of the area was in Russian hands; there were threats of assignment to DP 
camps; there was the need for transportation of any kind. With them, one shares the 
hour by hour tensions and the grim determination to get through. (Full report on 
p. 855. 1/10. LC: 56-10405) 





PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE e 


Page 
788 (5-278) Tor, Regina- GETTING TO KNOW CANADA- 10/7 to 1/24 (Coward-McCann) 
840 (J-294) Schreiber, Morris- fg, - FAVORITE TALES FROM SHAKESPEARE- from $1.00 to 
$1.95 (Grosset & Dunlap) 
869 (J-307) Wriston, Hildreth- SUSAN'S SECRET- definite date 2/11 (Farrar, Straus) 
871 (J-309) Brucker, Margaretta- THREE BOYS AND A GIRL- definite date 2/11.(Farrar, Straus) 
901 (J-311) VISION BOOKS- definite date 1/15 (Farrar, Straus 
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A HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR 
and A WORLD AT PEACE 


ONE DARK HORSE 
March 2 


Morrison, Theodore Viking, . 
TO MAKE A WORLD $350 4.30 


* I liked The Stones of the House, published in 1953; I like this second novel, 
in which Aiken, central figure of the earlier book, is a relatively minor figure, as 
President of the University where Sam Norris, his administrative assistant, is feeling 
his way in a new job. Once again this is a thoroughly civilized book; the people of 
the New England town are such people as any of us might know, their problems recog- 
nizable, the situations not over dramatized. Sam finds himself mixed up with a big 
local Foundation, uncomfortably aware of the personalities and the cross currents in- 
volved in its operation, and conscious too of internal conflicts of personal integrity, 
ambition and concern for the feelings of others. Schoolboy problems of Sam's young 
son; PTA issues in which his very likable wife takes part; a marital breakup which 
provides a minor convulsion in the town- all these are factors in Sam's maturing ap- 
preciation that "it takes all kinds to make a world". A novel of ideas as well as 
people, this is slated for popular appreciation at a high level. As BOM alternate, 

¢ it will get the stimlus it may need to override an intellectual flavor well above 
| average. (LC: 57-6432) 


PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Fiction 


(With the sure market of any Frank Slaughter - SWORD AND SCALPEL (Doubleday) and the 
probable market for. Howard Swiggett's business novel- THE DURABLE FIRE (Houghton) as 
exceptions.) 


February 5 


Bahriany, Ivan St. Martin's Press 
THE HUNTERS AND THE HUNTED $3.50 


Report repeated from the September lst bulletin, when scheduled for fall, as 
follows: "A political prisoner, en route to the grimmest and harshest corner of eastern 
Siberia, escapes the closely guarded slave train and finds himself in a wild and primi- 
tive land. In this remote outpost of Communist Russia are freedom loving nomads who 
hunt, fish and are apart from the political pressures and terrors that grip other parts 
of the Soviet Union. Hryhory is found half-dead by the fiercely independent Sirko 
family and nursed back to health by Natalia, the brave and lovely daughter. It is an 
idyllic sort of life. The Sirko family teach him to fish at night by torch light, to 
capture mountain lions with his bare hands so that the fur is not damaged. And there, 
instead of being exposed to the brain-washing and slow death at the hands of the NKVD, 
our hunted prisoner finds love and eventually freedom across the border when he and 
Natalia escape.... Though written as fiction, the fact that the author was himself a 
| & political prisoner leads one to feel that parts of the story are taken from his own 
experiences. The terrifying realization of the thousands sent into exile for differing 
in an imperceptible degree from those at the moment in control is brought out by the 
juxtaposition of the terror of the Soviet world and the freedom and trust given him by 
the Sirkos. It has a sense of being authentic, first hand material. The exact period 
is not indicated, but presumably it dates back a decade.” 
| oe 
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Fiction 
February 7 
Sansom, William Harcourt, Brace 
THE LOVING EYE $3.50 


A new novel is perhaps most similar in spirit and equal in execution to the 
much earlier The Body. Again there are several elements which are both perverse and 
piquant; there is less cruelty, but much of the curiosity on which Sansom's work de-~- 
pends also incites his central character- a diffident figure. Matthew Ligne, 39, lives 
“sealed in a lustral vacuum" on a small income and with an ulcer, spending his days at 
the window of his London room. From his distant observation post, he falls in love 
with a new face at the window opposite, knows that the woman must remain unknown if’ the 
illusion is to endure. Spurred by his companion Lovelace, a seedy actor (who tells’ 
part of this story in a cheerful Cockney vernacular) Ligne meets the girl and learns 
that she is working as a hostess in a nightclub. Obsessive to begin with, he is also- 
not surprisingly- jealous- and at the close of an unsteady romantic pursuit, he must 
make his choice between the dream and the reality.... A visually sensuous stylist, - 
Sansom's London backgrounds of the private worlds behind the city streets lend both 
a distinction and a provocation to a strange idyll. (LC: 57-6207 ) 


March 1 


Rayner, Commander D.A. | Holt 
THE ENEMY BELOW $3.00 


Report repeated from the September lst bulletin, as follows: "A short, lean, 
compactly written novel concerning a single combat engagement in what is supposedly an 
untenanted part of the Atlantic, between enemy ships- a destroyer and a submarine- 
Captain vs Kapitan, men of equal skill and determination. Symbolically, the Captain 
of the British destroyer Hecate is playing chess when his radar alerts him to a sub- 
marine ahead. Almost simultaneously the Kapitan of the German submarine is warned of | 
what seems a false echo trailing him to his goal,the armed cruiser Cecile. The British 
captain's deadly calculations are based on exact knowledge of how and why a U-boat will 
manoeuvre, how and where her radar can detect the echo as another boat, under what cir- 
cumstances she can place her torpedo. The German, accustomed to the illogic of the 
enemy, cannot believe it is a real menace, but his instincts too are sound, and event- 
ually a depth charge from the Hecate and a torpedo from the U-121 precipitate battle. 
For 40 hours it is one against the other- and in the end both win- both lose- both 
ships go down. The maritime conundrums will find absorbed readers; the authoritative 
background will appeal to Navy personnel. (LC: 56-11164)" 


March 6 


Troy, Una Dutton 
WE ARE SEVEN $3.50 


An innocuous tale of Bridget Monaghan and her seven bastards is a pleasant 
amble along the Waterford coast of Ireland and offers an attractive to amusing view 
of the disturbances the children cause among their respectable neighbors. The oldest, 
Mary, and the baby, Pius, are the only ones whose fathers' names are not known but 
the twins are a constant irritant to their father, whose wife also bears twins; Pansy 
bulldozes and blackmails her father; Tommy works for his; while Toughy is the eventual 
means Of straightening out his father's marriage. A string of episodes results in 
Mary's romance, Pansy's dream of going on the stage, a chance for the twins to continue 
their education, a new home for Toughy - and marriage for their mother, to Tommy's 
father who has diddled all the other fathers into establishing him on a new farm. 
Jig time for a Celtic romp. (LC: 57-7328) 
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Fiction 
March 6 % ; 
McMinnies, Mary Harcourt, Brace 
THE FLYING FOX $3.95 


Another outpost of Empire, where an assorted group of Anglo-officials and 
their families are assembled, offers an effective first novel not only of the small 
personal tragedies- this may be too large a word- of those who find themselves station- 
ed here, but also of the general stalemate of western authority in the far east. Once 
again, in this Malayan melee, there is the native insolence and indolence and the British 
impotence in dealing with it; face must be maintained- but it is an empty form. Most 
aware of this is Vivian Lucas, the district officer, so that he is forced to silence the 
facts of a smuggling operation discovered by Dehys Farrar, his police officer, a correct 
young man- bitterly unhappy in his marriage to Rose. Lucas must also minimize the 
scapegrace activities of Milton Hall, newly arrived there, and the limbo of liquor in 
which he and his wife submerge themselves. The lost Rose Farrar, the cheerfully common 
Doris Allingham, the sinuous Eurasian- Dr. Antony, Indians, Chinese and mixed Orientals 
move in and out of the story which reaches its end with Farrar's suicide and the hushed 
circumstances which surround it while the Halls- having compromised everyone- are hur- 
ried home to England.... A shrewd, sharp portrait of identifiable characters in a re- 
mote part of the world- perhaps even more remote to an American audience. (LC: 57-5298) 

Van Doren, Mark Harcourt, Brace 
HOME WITH HAZEL And Other Stories 3/7 $3 .95 

Twenty short stories range from murders and mysteries to incidents of married 
life, middle age, to compulsions and conditions, from alter egos to children and par- 
ents, from death to birth, and they leave a feeling of an oblique look at other people's 
worlds. The man who is trying to protect young girls, the old man whose orphaned grand- 
daughter prefers his stories, the tussle that brothers indulge in when they feel good, 
the spirit of a place, the spinster who preserves her parents' home, a domestic man 
whose thoughts stray, - these are in contrast to the prisoner who almost escapes from 
a penitentiary, the murder of the man who made people mad, the man who failed to kill 
his friend. Others represent different moods - a son visiting his dying mother, a_ 
ballad singer's feeling for people he has heard about, doubts about marrying a child- 
hood sweetheart, a man who will not let his property be farmed properly, a wife who 
will not tell her husband that their son is not his, - and round out the collection. 
From fantasy to factual, there's a selectivity and sensistiveness that marks them all. 


(LC: 57-5301) 
March 7 


Gurney, Hal C. Doubleday —_ 
FIFTH DAUGHTER $3.95 | 50 


Laid in post-war Okinawa, this uses modern terms for its Madame Butterfly 
theme and disposes of tragedy for its ending. Sumico Hayashi has come through the war- 
and what happened to her people- determined not to be destroyed by hate and she starts 
to learn about the Americans by becoming a maid at Naha Air Base. There Steve Ryan, 
on a civilian assignment to put on soldier shows, becomes her boss after professional 
private Johnny Blake removes her from the too predatory advances of Lt. Opler, and dis- 
covers she will make the perfect Frankieko for his "Off Broadway Theater by the China 
Sea" production of a musical, oriental Frankie and Johnny. Trouble-from the brass, the 
colonel who has married Steve's old love Jaqueline, from Opler, from their being confined 
because of the threat of an epidemic of sleeping sickness - comes but Jaqueline applies 
pressure to her colonel, the show is a success and Steve, having to protect Sumico, 
realizes he has found his answer in her. American attitudes towards the "Gooks", some 
ideals for good will, non-segregation, the translation of differences for mutual under- 
standing and a well filled in picture of military occupation are a detailed background 
for an east-west romance. (LC: 57-6303) 
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March 7 


Nabokov, Vladimir Doubleday 4 
PNIN $3.0e~ 
5D 
This sad-amusing little book is a series of short stories about Professor 
Timofey Pnin, an emigre Russian intellectual and teacher of Russian at Waindell College. 
Pnin is lovingly drawn with a mixture of nostalgia and sharp insight that produces a 
detailed picture of a type that became familiar on U.S. campuses during and after World 
War II. The appeal of the book lies in the appeal of Pnin himself, the European intel- 
lectual coping with American civilization, particularly as manifested in the college 
community, the exile remembering his past as though it were a sickness, the sentimental 
man in confused relations with others, a Chaplinesque figure who is the victim of inani- 
mate forces. True, there are occasional jabs at psychologists, incompetent or ignorant 
or cruel members of the faculty, etc.,but in this field Nabokov cannot match such assas- 
sins as Mary McCarthy and Randall Jarrell. Nabokov has more compassion and is at his 
best with wry humor. Reservations must be expressed on the stories as stories, however. 
The point he is trying to make in each is quite clear, but his New Yorker. technique is 
so highly developed that the stories often are formless. And why do books which have 
appeared in the New Yorker, rarely get proper editing, so that the reader is constantly 
having people and events re-explained to him? (LC: 57-6299) | 
Slaughter, Frank G. Doubleday ) 
SWORD AND SCALPEL $3.75 | 
The court-martial of Captain Paul Scott of the Army Medical Corps, after his 
release from a Chinese P.0O.W. camp, brings into play an assured triple-acting combina- 
tion, romantic, medical, moral. Accused of capitulation to and collaboration with the 
Communists, Paul has only the suspect testimony of the girl he loves- Kay Storey- in his 
defense. The Padre, Tim Fallon, who has shared the ordeal with Kay and Paul, died in 
the camp, and Paul now faces the vindictive reprisals of the C.0.- Hardin- a drunk and 
a brute. The court-martial, a lost cause, alternates with the past; Kay takes the stand 
and is more damaging than helpful. But it is finally through her that the Padre's con- 
fession book, a written record of Hardin's unfit command, is introduced during the last 
phase of the trial, and reverses the decision.... A sure specific for rentals and some 
sales, this has a solid situation and a fervor to which this audience will respond. 
(LC: 57-6295) 


March 11 





Wright, Constance Holt 
A CHANCE FOR GLORY $3.95 


Biographical fiction- or fictional biography? In either category this might 
be defined as the rescue of a virtually unknown figure who played a colorful part in the 
life of the Marquis de Lafayette, and who figures as a not altogether admirable man-of- 
the-world in the Europe of the early 19th century. This was Dr. Justus Erich Bollman, 
who felt he had been brought into the world for a more important role than the practice 
of medicine in Hoya, Hanover, where his father was a solid citizen. Bollman managed 
to eke out a livelihood by his charm, his magnetism for women, his urbane sophistication 
(acquired by diligence never attained in his profession), and his uncanny ability to find 
patrons who saw potentials in him for performing minor miracles. But the major goal, 
financed by various individuals and groups, was to have been the rescue of Lafayette, 
imprisoned first one place, then another, when his form of revolution proved too limited 
for the powers in Paris of the Terror. Bollman employed all his gifts as he journeyed 
about central Europe; eventually he located Lafayette's prison, plotted his release, only 
to have him whisked away, to another, less accessible prison. The story follows the tor- 
tuous processes by which eventually escape was achieved, only to be lost by a fluke. © 
Bollman's life was a succession of strange adventures, amatory, as well as picaresque; 
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his background shifts from Germany to France, to Paris of the Revolution, to England, 
to Austria, to America. Source material substantiates the facts, the details; but 
the color, the pace and the drama lend a fictional quality to the whole. (LC 357-6197) 


March at y |14 
Ooka, Shohei Knopf 
FIRES ON THE PLAIN — $3.50 


An eerie haunting sort of book, this might well be what it purports to be- 
the notes of a madman in a mental hospital, striving to put down in stream of con- 
sciousness what he remembers of his experiences in the jungles of the Philippines. 
Shunted back and forth from his unit to the hospital, and rejected by both, he takes 
up a strange existence, now with small groups of wanderers and stragglers, now alone. 
He lives on twigs and roots and raw potatoes; he ventures into a deserted village and 
investigates a cross- a chureh; he hides out in the priest's house and, when Filipinos 
come, seeking something, he shoots and kills the girl, and finds what they sought- 
salt. This for a time is his passport to humanity; salt is desperately needed; but 
his knowledge he has killed needlessly, haunts him. Eventually again he kills a 
comrade who has turnedcannibal. He himself clings to his superiority- he has killed 
but not eaten his prey. ‘there are weird and horrifying adventures. There is always 
the brink of danger from Filipino guerrillas, from American occupying troops. There 
is an awareness of beauty as well as horror, and an all-pervading sense of coming 
almost to grips with an unseen God, another world. It is an extraordinarily success- 
ful translation. But when one has finished one wonders- who will want to read it? 


(LC :57-5651) 
rarer 4X 


Roberts, Mary-Carter Farrar, Straus & Cudahy 
LITTLE BROTHER FATE $3.75 


} Three famous cases of the '20's, the Hall-Mills, Snyder-Gray, and Leopold- 
Loeb, are braided into a criminal cordon as the alternating narratives are recorded 
at intervals. In spite of a little name-changing and occasional conjecture, the 
cases are unmistakably recognizable. Perhaps the most fictional of these reconstruc- 
tions is the Hall-Mills case, which was the only one to remain unconfessed and un- 
concluded. All three have of course their sanguine, shocking interest; the two boys 
who killed a child as the proof of their superiority; the woman, Mildred Hummel (Ruth 
Snyder) who wanted to escape her commonplace background and become "Classy" through 
the medium of her husband's insurance money- and a conveniently compliant lover; and 
the adultery of the minister- and the sexton's wife- avenged by the "little brother" 
of the older, wealthy woman he had married..... The cases-per se- are more interesting 
than the handling which is at best adequate. (LC:57-7419) 


March 13 


Cotterell, Geoffrey Lippincott _ ve 
THE STRANGE ENCHANTMENT $3.95 ‘J. 1- 


A forty year account of Isabel Rowland's triumph - in being defeated - falls 
into two sections in which the first encompasses her family and her frustrations in 
becoming a concert pianist and the second views her later life through her nephew 
David's stay in Germany. Her father's and her younger brother's deaths, the need to 
support the older brother while he studies to become an auditor, cut off Isabel's 
chance for further study and force her into playing for money and giving lessons. 
World War I brings her a steady job playing in a trio in a restaurant, and a short 
lived marriage; her brother's: death and her sister's marriage leave her responsible 
for their mother. Paris, for the Pasteur treatment for a bite from a rabid dog, 
inspires her to be firm about taking up her studies again-but the flu is a thorough 
depressant. With her mother's death she does take hold, appears successfully in a 
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small London recital and promptly marries German Rudi Peters only to find, when he takes 

her home, that he has swindled her about his prosperity. When David comes to Berlin to 

study, Isabel is a drab and a drudge, Rudie has become an all out Hitler-ite, and David 

is only perfunctory about his duvies to his aunt. A ballet company needing a pianist e 
and David's need to suow off a little bring Isabel back to the piano, creates a new chance 

for her and, with her luck turning - she is killed in an automobile accident. A woman 

who wanted, but hadn't the will to succeed, is here carefully portrayed against a back- 

ground of full detail which will have an appeal for meticulous -minded women readers. Not 

as depressing as it sounds. (LC:57-6236) Las 


March} »? 
Swiggett, Howard i Houghton, Mifflin 
THE DURABLE FIRE 4 yO $3507 


Again that high executive echelon of The Power. and the Prize for a story of 
big business and the very corporate enterprise of Stephen Lowry, recently hired by 
Continental Industries as a "foreign specialist", although his qualifications- notably 
his Estonian wife Rosalie- are unconventional. Disturbed by the behavior of his oldest 
friend, Jim Peale, Stephen is also the first to discover a transfer of some $50,000, the 
scandal to which it leads and the resignation of C.I.C. president Rutledge. A new pre- 
sident, whose unpleasant vigilance disrupts the entire firm, uses every kind of pressure- 
which Lowry resists, retaining his own standards of individuality and integrity. But it 
is the "durable fire" of his love for Rosalie (and her search for her missing family) which 
steadies him and sustains him in his career at C.I.C.- made more bearable by Rutledge's 
return to the presidency..... Not as tight a story as the earlier books, but big business 
is once again pressurized and glamorized for the soundest dollar return- reprints, ultima- 
tely the home or Hollywood screen, more immediately rentals. (LC:55-11576) 


Cocciolo, Carlo Simon & Schuster Mp 
THE LITTLE VALLEY OF GOD $3.50 


This is an offbeat book, difficult to classify. One might say it has elements 
of The Servant in the House, shorn of any vestige of sentimentality; it has elements of 
B. J. Chute's Greenwillow without the poetry or the humor. The setting is an Italian 
mountain valley, where the people seem to have singularly little of God, despite the name 
of the valley, and an almost furtive curiosity and interest in the Devil and all his works. 
Superstitions survive, and magic is tapped on various occasions. The priest, Don Marcello, 
is more interested in antiquities than the present needs of his parish; the visiting intel- 
lectual, Prof. Silvano, is concerned only with bringing his love for Barbara, a local girl, 
to fruition; the young Domenicis, heirs to the palace of the old bishop, play with the 
forces of evil and the girl is seized of a devil; Maddalena, the local harlot, finds her- 
self falling in love with a saintly, mysterious stranger, who calls himself Emanuele, and 
who - at the strategic moment - somehow arrives and intervenes to turn evil to good. A . 
half dozen of the Gospel story miracles are performed - and at the end, ue allows the 
violent death of the old priest to release from death the now reconciled and devoted Silvano 
and Barbara. The story, with its many threads, is told now in the diary of Maddalena, now 
by the all seeing author, always in brief episodes, each of which takes one phase of the 
story forward. Not easy reading, and I question a general American market. Translated 
by Campbell Nairne. (LC:57-5672) 


H 
i 
Freedgood, Morton Simon & Schuster 
i 
) 
: 





THE WALL-TO-WALL TRAP $3.50 


eeee is Above All Pictures Corporation, a New York outfit, and this features the 
struggle for survival of Ted, its Publicity Manager, who gives an inside pitch on The 
Industry. Having flouted its great white father, Willie (now with another operation- 
Network) Ted knows that the rumor that he will be fired by Larry- Willy's successor- is not 
idle and his chances depend on a publicity campaign for a foreign film, Miracle at Mons. 
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He makes a tie-up with a small town southern Bernadette who has had a visitation 
which later proves to be more human than divine, sells the story- but scrounges to 
put it across- to a magazine, and with its exposure and repudiation- is fired. His 
domestic commitments- a wife and two children- leave him no out- he returns to the 
benevolent despotism of Willie..... Perhaps not on a par with- but no prettier 
than The Hucksters, What Makes Sammy Run, etc., etc., this is the same type of 
scrimmage without scruples- and convincingly crass. (LC:57-6229) 


THE NEW YEAR VENTURES OUTSIDE THE LAW 
February 19 


Shaffer, Anthony & Peter Macmillan 
HOW DOTH THE LITTLE CROCODILE $2.75 


Murder as an art gets an artful turn as the scene is set for a perfect 
murder. Not to Mr. Fathom's liking is the three months' old killing of ex-barrister, 
Sir Derek Livingstone, in which Roger Hope has been acquitted, but, in spite of 
Hope's death, he carries on to satisfy the members of the Beverley Club, crime 
connoisseurs. Three women, exploding alibis, and a topsy turvy for a solution. 
Nimble. (LC:57-5505) 


March 12 


Katcher, Leo Macmillan 
THE HARD MAN $2.95 


Steve Burden has a long record-as a Texas Ranger-of murdering for the law 
and in his new job of making the law count in The Pass, a Texas border town, he is 
forced to keep his guns hot and eliminate the killers power-mad Martin sends against 
him. Through Martin's wife, Fern, and through the sister of a man he has killed, 
Steve finds out he cannot make his last kill which cracks his hardness. A blood- 
letter. (LC:57-6759) 


Wade, Henry Macmillan 
NO FRIENDLY DROP $2.95 


The death of neurasthenic Lord Grayle from what seems to be a likely over- 
dose of his sedation turns into a murder case for Inspector Poole of Scotland Yard 
when a second drug - a fatal combination with the first- is found in his body. The 
known extravagances of Lady Grayle, the unknown alias and activities of her butler 
all lead to the proof positive of reasonable suspicions. Sober, but this is not to 
say staid. (LC:57-6358) 


March 14 


Mantley, John Dutton 
THE 27TH DAY $3.50 


In the year 1963, five (American Jonathan Clark, pretty English Eve Wingate, 
a brilliant scientist, a Chinese girl and a Russian) are abducted from the earth by 
the Aliens and later returned- each with a deadly weapon which if used will destroy 
the earth. If they can resist the internal impulse toward aggression, the world 
will be saved. A message from the Aliens creates a panic and an alert all over the 
world and they are hunted, attacked, exposed to dreadful pressure until the Professor, 
on the final 27th day, converts the instruments which can bring life and peace- 
instead of death..... In spite of the more substantial story, and price, this is still 
for the science fiction market and capably combines its message with its conjecture. 


(LC 357-5320) 
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BANTAM BOOKS, INC. (Each $.25) 


Brown, Fredric - DEATH HAS MANY DOORS Ellson, Hal - TOMBOY 

Brown, Fredric - THE FABULOUS CLIP JOINT Miller, Frank - TEXAS COUNTRY ey 
Brown, Fredric - THE WENCH IS DEAD Short, Luke - DEAD FREIGHT FOR PIUTE 

(Each $.35) (Each $.50) 

Anderson, Thomas - YOUR OWN BELOVED SONS Bair, Lowell - Trans. - THE MEMOIRS OF CATHERINE 
Matheson, Richard - THE SHORES OF SPACE THE GREAT 

Wolford, S. & N. - DRAGOON Lewis, Sinclair - CASS TIMBERLANE 


Waugh, Alec - ISLAND IN THE SUN 
DELL PUBLISHING 


(Each $.25) (Each $.35) 
Berckman, Evelyn - WORSE THAN MURDER Dinesen, Isak - WINTER'S TALES 


Christie, Agatha - MURDER AT HAZELMOOR Hougron, Jean - BLAZE OF THE SUN 
Cunningham, Eugene - BORDER GUNS 

Dawson, Peter - RENEGADE CANYON (Each $.50) 

Halliday, Brett - A TASTE FOR VIOLENCE Lockridge, Ross - RAINTREE COUNTY 


First Editions - soft cover (Each $.25) 


MeeDonald, John D. - DEATH TRAP Preston, Charles - Ed. - BOTTOMS UP 
O'Rourke, Frank - BRAVADOS McCauley, Leon - Ed. - A TREASURY OF FAITH ($.35) 


DOUBLEDAY - Anchor. Books for. February 7 
Albright, W. F.- FROM THE STONE AGE TO Brenner, Charles, M.D. - AN ELEMENTARY TEXTBOOK 


CHRISTIANITY ($1.45) OF PSYCHOANALYSIS ($.95) 
Blackmur, R. P. - FORM AND VALUE IN Freud, Sigmund - THE FUTURE OF AN ILLUSION ($.95) 
MODERN POETRY ($1.25) Polya, G. - HOW TO SOLVE IT ($.95) oa 


Image Books for. February 21 


St. Thomas Aquinas - ON THE TRUTH OF THE Graham, Dom Aelred, 0.S.B. - THE CHRIST OF 


CATHOLIC FAITH ($.95) CATHOLICISM ($.95) 
Broderick, James, S.J. - ST. FRANCIS Maritain, Jacques - EXISTENCE AND THE EXISTENT ($.75) 

XAVIER ($.95) Marshall, Bruce - THE WORLD, THE FLESH AND 
Chesterton, G.K. - ST. FRANCIS OF ASSISI FATHER SMITH ($.65) 

($.65) Trapp, Maria A. - THE STORY OF THE TRAPP FAMILY 
Cronin, Vincent - THE WISE MAN FROM THE SINGERS ($.85) 
WEST ($.85) 
GARDEN CITY (Each $1.00) 
Hanauer, Milton - CHESS MADE SIMPLE Sperling, Abraham - PSYCHOLOGY MADE SIMPLE 
‘For January 24’ 

(Each $1.49) (Each $1.98) 
Rice, Grantland - THE FINAL’ ANSWER Chase, Mary Ellen - fq, - READINGS FROM THE BIBLE 
Skinner, Cornelia Otis - BOTTOMS UP: Schock, Edson I. - HOW TO BUILD SMALL BOATS 


Snead, Sam - NATURAL GOLF 
(Each $1.89) 


Mason, Cuthbert - OCEAN SAILING AND RACING (Fach $3.95) 
Palmer, Joe H. - THIS WAS RACING Irving, Laurence - HENRY IRVING 
Sipley, Louis Walton - A HALF CENTURY OF COLOR 


GROSSET & DUNLAP e 


(Each $1.98) 
Melville, Herman - TYPEE Motion Picture Tie-In ($1.95) 
O'Hara, John - TEN NORTH FREDERICK Hugo, Victor - THE HUNCHBACK OF NOTRE DAME 
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Beard, Charles A. - THE ECONOMIC BASIS OF Ford, Ford Madox - THE GOOD SOLDIER ($1.25) 
POLITICS AND RELATED WRITINGS ($1.25) Lefebvre, Georges - THE COMING OF THE FRENCH 
Brinton, Crane - THE ANATOMY OF REVOLUTION REVOLUTION ($.95) 
($1.25) Steegmuller, Francis - FLAUBERT AND MADAME 
BOVARY ($1.25) 


THE NEW AMERICAN LIBRARY 
Mentor ($.50) = Ellis, Havelock - ON LIFE AND SEX 


Signet (*NAL Original) 


(Each $.25) (Each $.35) 

Fadiman, Edwin, Jr. - AN ACT OF VIOLENCE* Chayefsky, Paddy - THE BACHELOR PARTY* 
Heckelmann, Charles N. - BULLET LAW Lindbergh, Anne Morrow - GIFT FROM THE SEA 
Simenon, Georges - STRANGERS IN THE HOUSE 

Wexler, Susan S. - THE STORY OF SANDY (Each $.50) 

White, Lionel - FLIGHT INTO TERROR Mailer, Norman - THE DEER PARK 


Signet Key ($.50) - Pearl, Richard M. - HOW TO KNOW THE MINERALS AND ROCKS 


POCKET BOOKS (Each $.25) 


Franklin, Frieda K. - COMBAT NURSE Haycox, Ernest - THE LAST RODEO 
Gardner, E.S. - THE CASE OF THE FUGITIVE Queen, Ellery - THE QUICK AND THE DEAD 


NURSE Wells, H. G. - THE INVISIBLE MAN 
Cardinal Editions (Each $.35) 


Q@uuster, Evan - QUARTET IN "H" Pratt, Fletcher - A SHORT HISTORY OF THE CIVIL WAR} 
West, Anthony - HERITAGE 


Cardinal Giant ($.50) - Asch, Sholem - THE APOSTLE 


Pocket Library Editions 


Freund, W. & V.L.-Hds.-KING LEAR ($.35) Sterne, Laurence - TRISTRAM SHANDY ($.50) 
Swift, Jonathan - GULLIVER'S TRAVELS ($.35) 


Perma books 


(Each $.25) (Each $.35) 

Drago, Harry S. - DECISION AT BROKEN BUTTE MacLean, Alistair - HMS ULYSSES 

Fleming, Ian - TOO HOT TO HANDLE Mager, S.K. & N. - THE COMPLETE LETTER WRITER 
O'Rourke, Frank - THE LAST ROUND Slaughter, Frank G. - THE ROAD TO BITHYNIA 


POPULAR LIBRARY (Each $.25) 


Anderson & Leeming - MARMADUKE Haycox, Ernest - THE SILVER DESERT 
Ehrlich, Max - SPIN THE GLASS WEB Ketchum, Philip - SIX-GUN MAVERICK 


Eagle Books 


Ballard, Todhunter - ROUNDUP Fox, James M. - FREE RIDE 
= Giants (Each $.35) 
Bromfield, Louis - THE WILD COUNTRY Secondari, John H. - HOT WINDS OF SUMMER 


McGovern, James - ERIKA Weaver, Ward - HANG MY WREATH 
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A DARK HORSE 


ue ed 
February 27 31G & 
> 
Connell, Brian Morrow 
A WATCHER ON THE RHINE $4 .00 


* A vitally important book that will provide disturbing thoughts if complacent 
readers do not shrink from truths bluntly presented. A British journalist proves in 
analysis after analysis that the deceptive calm of Bonn masks potential disturbers of the 
peace:- a revived Ruhr, resentful refugees, incorrigible former Nazis in posts of power 
could-if the shallow new roots of a democratic Germany are pulled up, bring a superficially 
entrenched prosperity crashing down. The right wing radicals stand ready if depression 
comes. The story of Germany's rebirth- and its cost to the Western world- is a modern 
miracle of grim determination, high degree of efficiency, back breaking hours, almost full 
employment at low wages, a compulsive neurosis to work. To be sure he shows how the fact 
of no national debt, no self supporting welfare services a low percent of income for na- 
tional defense, and millions poured into the country to bolster the new economy have com- 
bined. There's an occasional note of cynicism as he concedes the acceptance of the futil- 
ity of military adventure, while feeling that the opportunism of the German has not changed, 
only the circumstances are different. The book demands close and careful reading. Too 
little has been told us of the bitterness of the uprooted refugees and the channels it 
might take- a latent political canker; too little has been told us of the complex political 
situation, the dangerous dependence on Adenauer's survival- and the personalities and 
characters of possible successors; too little has been told us of the pernicious system of 
party financing, of trade lobbying unrestrained; too little has been told us of the indus- 
trial heart of the country, the Ruhr, and the maniacal cult of production under a pure form 
manager type leadership, coherent, influential, dangerous. The Allies, particularly the 
Americans, were naive in their handling of denazification; today there are 27 neo-Nazi 
groups in Lower Saxony alone. Their meetings are distubingly reminiscent. And the Soviet- % 
and East Germany- are making use of the malcontents. The portrait of East Germany is a 
horrifying one - but he sees it as mainly a buffer. Much of the most challenging part of 
the book deals with the key people, in politics, in industry, in finance, in labor. The 
Volkswagen story is an unequalled facet in success reporting. But even with burgeoning 
prosperity, he feels that both economic and democratic foundations are only skin deep. 

And the German character is unchanged. Don't miss this. It should reach the kind of market 
that White's Fire in the Ashes achieved. , | 


Slim Pickings on Special Items for Consideration include..... 


-..@ timely biography, ADENAUER, by Paul Weymar (Dutton); some provocative brief biogra- 
phies by Anthony West, PRINCIPLES AND PERSUASIONS (Harcourt); Catherine Drinker Bowen's 
third legal figure, Cope, in THE LION AND THE THRONE (Little, Brown-AMP); and a life of 
Wendell Willkie, ONE LIFE, by Muriel Rukeyser. (Simon 6 Schuster). See pages following 


for. reports. eee 
PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS- Non-fiction 
February 6 


Thornton, Willis Greenberg 
FABLE, FACT AND HISTORY | $4.50 


A collection of informal inquiries plays true, false, or undecided with various 
historical incidents, removes the fiction and folklore and reverses certain accepted 
judgments. So that much of the speculative to specious assumptions behind the so-called 
Boston Massacre, George Washington's cherry tree, the monstrous "Protocols of the Elders 
of Zion", Pocahontas and John Smith, the Kensington Runestone, The Lost Dauphin and the Pa 
Little Princes in the Tower are reviewed along with other facts; so are ghosted autobio- 
graphies, forged documents, famous first and last words; the deaths of Roosevelt, Trotsky, 
Hitler- and others..... Enduring questions- and answers to them in popular form- for the 
interested investigator. (LC:57-5807) 
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February 13 


Overmyer, Grace New York University Press 
AMERICA'S FIRST HAMLET $7.50 


For all who are familiar with Home, Sweet Home - and who, perhaps, is not? - 
this extensive biography of the author of its words will come as something of a sur- 
prise. For John Howard Payne wrote this song for an operetta, Clari, during his 
twenty year stay abroad, after a career, here, that included newspaper editing, play- 
righting, some parts of a college education, touring the west as an actor, and a 
transatlantic life that went from acting to play adapting for the great of the Eng- 
lish stage. He knew the debtor's prison, friendships with Kean, Irving, Dickens, 
Lamb; he had romances but none that were deep or lasting; he tried managing Sadler's 
Wells - most unsuccessfully; his position in England, during the War of 1812 and 
later wars led to baffling situations. His return home had its triumphs; he became 
interested in the injustices suffered by the Cherokee Indians and was not silent on 
the subject; he became diplomatic representative of the United States in Tunis, was 
recalled and returned as consul after four years at home- returned to meet death. 
Overlooked, denigrated by many, energetic in his undertakings, which were multidu- 
dinous, this revalues the legend in view of many family papers, contemporary news- 
prints, and Payne's own theatrical writings, and produces a balance of total achieve- 
ments more truly representative of the man. For all types of stage research this 
should be most valuable, and it may prove to be a biography that fills a definite 
gap in 19th century cultural history. 


February 18 


Bass, Robert Holt 
THE GREEN DRAGOON $6.50 


The scandalous and scheming careers of Colonel (later General and Sir) 
Banastre Tarleton and Mary Robinson, (his, commencing cruelly yet bravely on Revo- 
lutionary battlefields; hers, brilliantly and enchantingly on the London stage, ) at 
first run in parallel, chapter by chapter, and then passionately join. Although he 
returned from America in defeat, Tarleton was a national hero for his exploits in 
(and out of) uniform, at grogshop and gaming table. Under the popular Mary's scarlet 
wing, he was elected to Parliament by Liverpool and won prominence for his opposition 
to the antislavery movement. With his mother's death, Tarleton suddenly deserted 
his mistress and married as respectably as possible the illegitimate daughter of a 
former comrade... Mary is the more challenging and ingratiating personality. As a 
girl, sweet, rather innocent, she drifted foolishly into marriage with a wastrel and 
found herself, with husband and child, in a debtor's prison. Regaining her freedom 
she shortly captivated London as actress, poet and a target of many intentions, and 
was claimed by the Prince. But in Tarleton she at last found her destiny and when 
the affair ended she was sick, impoverished and filled with spite, and spent her 
venom in two novels which crucified her ex-lover and his young wife. An abundance 
of excerpts from Mary's writings, along with clippings from the newspapers of the 
day, vividly documents the narrative whose lusty period atmosphere is mirrored in 


the writing. (LC: 57-6183) \ 
Counts, George S. McGraw-Hill 
THE CHALLENGE OF SOVIET EDUCATION $6.00 


Two former books, "I Want to be Like Stalin" and The Country of the Blind, 
qualify Mr. Counts as a thorough student of the Soviet system of thought suppression 
and control. The first was a translation of Russian school texts for moral behaviour 
and the second an analysis of censorship in realms outside education- art, politics 
and so forth. Now tackling the deep subject of education itself, the author has 
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plunged in all the way to take a long and serious look at the whole Soviet schooling 

system and to indicate its implications for the West. Topics for discussion are its roots- 
in Platonic and Marxist theory; its goals of the socialist re-education of society; ele- igh 
mentary, secondary and college education and their injection with political and moral 
ideals; the extremely difficult and partially successful task of transforming the doubting 
intellectual; the training of specialists; military and civil political indoctrination; 

and the methods of re-educating offenders. Within each of these there is a full accounting 
of methods and results, from the very advanced scientific training given to qualified 
students to the odd official policy changes which have, for example, rejected and then ad- 
mitted religion as part of an established order. In the results, so frighteningly success- 
ful, lies the challenge to the West and a warning that we take more heed of this all 
important aspect of Soviet Russia and of our own inadequate steps towards education for 
freedom and democracy. Not a book for general readers though many of its points have 
already seeped through to the popular market. 


February 18 


Sullivan, Walter A McGraw-Hill 
QUEST FOR A CONTINENT i 5,50 $5.00 


All there is to date about the great land mass at the bottom of the globe from 
the first discoveries of its existence in the 18th century on to the expeditions of over 
thirty parties for the International Geophysical Year of 1957-1958. The introduction by 
the author, who himself took part in two expeditions, is an excellent briefing on Antarctic 
physical features - the varieties of ice, of whales and seals and birds, - on theories 
about the shrinking of the ice, and on the theories of continental drift and advancing or 
retreating glaciation to be tested during IGY. Then on to the reports of the earliest 
sailors which leaves it doubtful if it ever will be settled who was the original discoverer, 
to the opening of the door by Ross, to the Belgians who were trapped in the ice. The ac- 
count hits its peak in the epic stories of Shackleton, Scott, Amundsen. Other nations and 
other men made their attempts to explore and chart the vastnesses but it was the coming of 
the air age with Wilkins, Byrd and Ellsworth that produced the most revelations. With |. 
World War II and the improvement and expansion of polar transport techniques came the large 
scale operations, air bases and survival procedures that are adding to the disputes among 
the many claimants for possession. This does not omit the types of research that have been 
done, the details of the geography and the discoveries of all nations, the tragedies, ac- 
cidents - and success stories, and it fills in and rounds out Antarctic history. A solid, 
informative piece of work. Half tones, maps and index. 


Thigpen, Corbett H. & 
Cleckley, Hervey M. McGraw-Hill 
THE THREE FACES OF EVE $h .50 


A case study of considerable curiosity and fascination- over and above its 
clinical interest- was originally presented in shorter form in the Wournal of Abnormal 
and Social Psychology, and now appears with a wider audience in view. It is that of Eve 
White, a multiple personality- and the tragic consequences to which this rare disturbance 
led. A quiet, unspectacular, delicate figure when she first came to Drs. Thigpen and 
Cleckley for help- Eve was also a devoted wife and mother and the victim of headaches and 
blackout spells. As longer periods of amnesia occurred, she took on the identity of Eve 
Black, extravagant, carefree, coarse- given to irresponsible actions which were to humi- 
_ liate the other Eve on her return to that identity. In time (and after hospitalization, 
hypnosis, psychotherapy) a third personality was to come "out" more and more frequently, 
that of Jane, the most balanced of the three, and it is Jane- after the "deaths" of both 
Eves- who offers the most hopeful (but not definite) future..... A perplexing psycholo- 
_gical phenomenon, which poses many “human, therapeutic and theoretical" issues and which ® 
oe without doctrinal bias. The publishers will lend their promotion. (LC:56- 
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February 20 


Von Rauch, Georg Frederick A. Praeger 
A HISTORY OF SOVIET RUSSIA $6.75 


From the premonitory stirrings of the Revolution through the Bolshevik vic- 
tory and up to the riots in Hungary, this direct, fact-filled history of modern Russia 
is noteworthy precisely for what it does not contain. It shuns interpretation, color- 
ing, viewpoint, emphasis. Without detracting from the eminence of Lenin or Stalin, 
it does not allow their dynamic role to short circuit the influences of moderates and 
lesser figures. There is no attempt to make politics or economic theory the guiding 
light, but neither is the cultural nor psychological aspect unduly stressed. As it 
purports to be, this is a chronological record of persons, events and forces as they 
affected Soviet growth, aimed at the teacher and student rather than the reader 
looking for new illuminations. There are the bedrock facts and issues, the raw ma- 
terials from which others may fashion their insights. The author's ideal is not 
always fully achieved: he argues, for instance, that Communism was not the inevitable 
outgrowth of a Czarist society. Yet the overall impression is one of objectivity, 
of sturdiness, clarity and logical rigor. Very useful for the uninitiate to restore 
a sense of order after the welter of surmise and opinion. 


February 21 


Simon, Henry W. Hanover House 
THE FESTIVAL OF OPERA $5.00 


Based on Daric Soria's commentaries (he contributes a preface) this is a 
symposium of synopses on 129 operas- the standard repertoire, which includes the 
more modern contributions of Gershwin, Menotti, Sir William Walton. The operas are 
arranged in alphabetical order; there is a brief introduction to the opera itself, 
its composition, and its performances, to precede a short act-by-act synopsis which 
outlines the high points of the dramatic action and the score.... 51 pages of black 
and white drawings by Fritz Kredel will make this an attractive addition to the list 
of books for home and library reference. (LC: 57-552h) 


Neus 
Febpuéry 26 


Leonard, Richard Anthony Macmillan 
A HISTORY OF RUSSIAN MUSIC $6.00 


From the origins of Russian church music, which was in reality an importa- 
tion of the Byzantine chant in the 10th century, to the influences of Communist policy 
on artistic activity this is an efficient, appreciative study, though not enlivened 
by the sense of colorful detail that might have brought it to a broader audience. 
Perhaps it is, however, the only study that treats Russian music so completely in a 
single volume. Mr. Leonard divides his subject into two ages and the material on the 
first, that of church music, is necessarily scarce because of what little is known 
and because of the ban on secular msic which endured for so long. The second age 
began with Glinka and it is with him and the dozen or so prominent composers who fol- 
lowed that virtually the whole book is concerned. Glinka did not begin to write until 
the early 19th century but he was the first “identifiable genius" of Russian music. 
Italian opera inspired him but, instead of adopting the foreign influence as his own, 
Glinka chose elements from it to blend with his own national feeling, a principle 
which was to guide Musorgsky and Borodin, Rimsky-Korsakov and Tchaikovsky after him. 
Mr. Leonard comments on all of these men thoroughly- on their backgrounds, their pre- 
dilections for different kinds of music, the development of their techniques and the 
events and emotions important in their lives. Notable in the “second generation”, and 
the contact with modern music, are Rachmaninov and Stravinsky, Stravinsky being the most 
prominent to renounce Soviet Russia. Prokofiev and Shostakovich on the other hand did 
not and the comments on them as both voluntary and inadvertent products of the Soviet 
scene offer insight into the curious mixture of conformity and originality ideological 
pressures have brought about. Informative and thorough. Fine for students, collectors 
and listeners. 
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February 27 


Angoff, Allan- £d, ' New York University Press i 
AMERICAN WRITING TODAY | $4.50 


Some fifty odd articles from the survey of the American literary scene made by 
the London Times Literary Supplement in 1954 have been assembled here in permanent form 
and they offer a literate and astute perspective, perhaps more kindly than one might 
expect. The articles are generically grouped, under Poetry and Drama, Critical Apprecia- 
tion, Intellectual Opinion, The Craft of Fiction, Modes of Feeling, Literary Methods 
(publishing and printing), Communications (press, radio, TV) and conclude with some 
Individual Reviews of famous books at the time of their appearance. The collection pro- 
vides a wide range of trends and concerns as well as individuals, of classics as well as 
contemporary works, and of many manifestations in: the literary world: the Southern Revival, 
the Negro's “literature of protest”, the university curriculum and American scholarship. 
The prevailing "vision of innocence and horror"”-and the current theme of violence, the 
popular taste, are a few of many phases appraised and considered..... Particularly valuable 
for discussion groups, writing courses, critics- a knowledgeable analysis. 


February ? 


Wylie, Laurence | Harvard University Press 
A VILLAGE IN THE VAUCLUSE $5.50 


Laurence Wylie, an American and a teacher (Haverford College) spent a year in 
the village of Peyrane, and this study of rural France and the pattern of life in such a 
commune is based on that year. It is a live and always interesting documentation not 
only of the attitudes of the typical Frenchman, but also of the realities of day to day 
living. These will include the birth of a baby and the bringing up of the child; school- 
ing and the status of the teacher; the five to ten years between school and marriage- the 
happiest ones; marriage and the menage and making a living (the necessities are high and 
the comforts and conveniences few); sex, money, health, amusements and celebrations, social 
relationships and political beliefs (although not a direct victim of the war, Peyrane has 
survived two and has little confidence in the future).... This is primarily a social study, 
but it is a social study in personal terms with more than a little human interest. (LC: 


57-6352) 


Macintyre, Donald Norton 
_U-BOAT KILLER, $3.75 


Captain Macintyre (DSO and two bars, DSC, RN) writes a first hand account of 
the "hunt for, the stalking of and the finally killing of a U-boat" which, to him,is the 
"perfect expression of a fighting sailor's art" with a minimum of dramatics and a maximum 
of modesty. His Navy career, which included a tour in the RAF, builds up to his command 
of the Kingfisher, :an experimental anti-sub class ship and the then effective equipment 
that started them off in the War. Asdic and tepeit charges were the means of holding off 
the Germans in the early days of patrols and escort; radar and other improved devices and 
alliance with the air force were the assists which helped to rid the Atlantic lanes of 
the wolf packs. His ships, the Bickerton, a tin ean, the Hesperus, an aristocrat, and 
the Walker, an old.warhorse, and his men are very much a part of his story of life with 
the convoys, of the evasive and attacking tactics developed against the submarines, of 
changing phases of the war at sea. His days abroad, when he was stationed at the new base 
Argentia in Newfoundland, helped to take off the pressure and the improvement in methods . 
of protecting the convoys and in finding their prey made the Atlantic crossing safe. Good 
yarns and intimate knowledge make this a first ranker in its field. Foreword by Fleet *» 
Admiral R. B: Carney, USN, Ret. Illustrated. (LC:57-5989) 
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Morgan, William Norton 
THE 0.8.8. AND I $3.75 


A professional psychologist, William Morgan thought he was headed for the 
"Office of Scientific Services", found himself in Strategic Services instead and at a 
base in Pemberley, England,where candidates were screened and trained for undercover 
assignments abroad. His book is partly an explicit explanation of the techniques used 
and applied at Pemberley, of the various “situation tests" to determine the reliabil- 
ity of a candidate under stress, the leadership diagnostics for those who seemed more 
promising. It also leads on to his own experiences when- anxious for active duty he 
finally joined a Maquis camp, had a hand in dynamiting bridges, ambush fighting, and 
engaged in the day to day dangers of this type of warfare.... A pleasantly, casually 
styled reminiscence- but those with a more substantial taste for military (or) action 
accounts may find it somewhat sketchy.... Mild. (LC: 57-5988) 

Booth, Philip | Viking 
LETTER FROM A DISTANT LAND ®/ ! $3.00 


The Lamont Poetry Selection award goes for 1956 to this book of grave and 
serious minded poems. The judges were of high calibre, unquestioned ability, and it 
would be impossible to quarrel with their judgment. But the average reader will be 
baffled. Where will Booth go from here? There are forty odd lyrics dealing with the 
poet's preoccupations:- the sea, air flight (he was a pilot in World War II), and 
nature, all shot through with some metaphysical observations which remove them from 
the realm of mere description and give them a more universal approach. The title 
poem, a letter to Thoreau, is a commentary on the lives we live today as compared 
with the days of the Sage of Walden Pond. The technique and skill of these poems 
raise them above average. If there is any fault to find it is lack of fire and pas- 
sion. For a young man of 31, they are remarkably sober and classical in tone. Where 
this will lead remains to be seen. He is a poet to watch. (LC: 57-6434 ) 


March 1 


McKinley, Silas Bent Praeger 
WOODROW WILSON: 4 Biography $4.00 


Of recent Wilson biographies (and analyses of Colonel House's role), this 
latest is as explicit and informative as any. The tendency in the current flurry is 
toward brevity and a minimum of interpretation. Variations in what is emphasized or 
in conscientious, workmanlike prose style are negligible. Drawing a fine line, McKinley 
favors Wilson's private life and general inner development. He is more eager to ex- 
plain away or condone Wilson's stubbornness and lapses from the truth. For example, 
he suggests that actual brain damage from his stroke caused Wilson to tell the obvious 
lie that he knew nothing of secret agreements. McKinley observes that such an error- 
or blindspot- is a common result of a stroke. But it is sheer pedantry to point out 
differences between this and other current biographies. At the most, one might say 
that it will appeal more to pro-Wilsonians- but that's about it. (LC: 57-5962) 


March 4 


Weymar, Paul Dutton 
ADENAUER: His Authorized Biography - $5.75 


An important, highly readable biography is further to be prized as a state- 
ment on the process of the German regeneration after the fall of Hitler, and it has 
come about through the personal cooperation of Adenauer himself along with family, 
friends and detractors. Those best qualified to speak on each episode have one by 
one lent their mite. Adenauer emerges from these pages a patient, ascetic, indestruc- 
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tible figure, whose intense Catholic belief and sense of public duty have given him tre- 
mendous courage and energy. One is left impressed with his humor, the range of his intel- 
lectual gifts, his overall idealism, and his humility. Adenauer, within and without, has 
travelled a hard, unbending road. Administrative talent, early in his career, established 
him as Mayor of Cologne. By cunning and tenacity, he fulfilled his dream of turning the 
city into a bridgehead or show window between Germany and Western Europe. Yielding nothing 
to the Nazis, he was driven from office, arrested and re-arrested, and he barely survived, 
barely kept his family from starvation. Then, in his seventies, all but singlehanded he 
founded an immense party machine which secured him the Chancellorship of the new Germany. 
He proceeded to create a nation- all of its governmental structure, foreign policy and in- 
herent moral atmosphere. The biography lacks brilliance but, in thoroughness and devotion 
to historical accuracy, its orderly and candid style, seems worthy of its subject. The 
translation is superior. \ 


March 4 '} | | 


Dowdey, Clifford Rinehart 


THE GREAT PLANTATION $6.00 
A Profile of Berkeley Hundred & Plantation Virginia from Jamestown to Appomtox 


To those who read Clifford Dowdey's early novels, such as Gamble's Hundred, with 
their intimate portraiture of plantation life, this reads like a source book of his research. 
Viewed from another angle, it provides a segment of the American social history as character- 
ized sharply in Berkeley, the Harrison plantation, which provided background and roots for 
men high in American achievement:- two presidents; one a governor three times of the newly 
created state of Virginia, signer of the Constitution (a reluctant signer- he felt he was 
signing away his birthright); men who contributed to the development of Virginia's colonial 
prosperity. But its real contribution lies in the portrayal of a way of life that is no 
more, the way of the planter, backbone of a region's economy, retainer of traditions in- 
herited from England's county life, a real aristocracy. There's a great deal of early is-@ 
tory here, focussed on the James River area, as he views plantation society as an evolu- 
tionary process, not simply static feudalism, American style. He explores the fumbling 
attempts at colonization - an uncharted frontier assignment- in the Jamestown settlement. 

He marks the emergence of the yeoman class. He traces the coming of the royalists, with 

their background of English life. He analyzes the economic system- the gradual elimina- 

tion of absentee ownership, the factors foreshadowing and contributing to the inevitable 
break with England. He gives us the early Williamsburg developing into a governmental and 
social center. All this was to me more interesting and fresh than the history of the 
Revolution - the period of breakdown of plantation life- and the rather bitter and brief | 
synopsis of the Civil War with ultimate disintegration of a facet of life. The Harrisons’ | 
portrait gallery is complete, but other famous figures in America's history are also 


mirrored here. (LC: 57-5887) 
March 5 4) 2% 


Lovejoy, Esther G., M.D. Macmillan 
WOMEN DOCTORS OF THE WORLD $5.25 


Though the preponderance of information is on American and British doctors, this 
does cover the world and mentions every region in which women have made any headway in 
medicine at all. The introductory chapter briefly traces woman's historical position as 
midwife and valuable assistant and her gradual exclusion from the field which became total 
when the ideas of gentility and general feminine ineptitude were at their height in the 
early 19th century. Then the women's emancipation movement helped clear a path to the shut 
doors of the medical schools. Sometimes, as in Philadelphia, special schools had to be 
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opened for women alone; sometimes, as in Elizabeth Blackwell's freak attendance and gradu- ee 
ation from Geneva, women were allowed to study with men. But at all costs the struggle 

was a hard one and is only now emerging from the swamps of tradition and the idea that 

"God never intended" women to work at something so close to the harsh realities of life. 
Enthusiastically, the book traces the social careers of various prominent women doctors 
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at work in the eastern cities, the West and in 19th century Europe. Pointing to more 
modern endeavors, it also indicates a very natural connection between women as mothers 
and as doctors. But the volume is more important in the overall sense for page to 
page reading bogs down in the repetition and the close attention to policy and de- 
tail that will do little to inspire or stimulate general readers. 


March 6 


West, Anthony Harcourt, Brace 
PRINCIPLES AND PERSUASIONS $4.50 


Twenty sketches of figures prominent in political, social, scientific and 
literary worlds of Europe and America range over the last century and the present 
one and, as they are accounted for, offer sounding boards for Mr. West's own well 
developed convictions about them and for his accomplished literary style. Three of 
the pieces this reader noticed with particular interest were the ones on Charles 
Evans Hughes, Winston Churchill and Ivy Compton-Burnett. The conservatism of Hughes 
and his largely unfounded reputation as a champion of big business is explained as 
caused partly by his staunchly Baptist upbringing and partly by the vicious campaign 
started against him by Hearst in later life. In reality, as Mr. West shows through 
apt allusions to the juridical state of the nation in recent decades, Hughes was one 
of the most creative men of law America has had... There is this same perception of 
political matters in the tracing of Churchill's career. Its remarkable ups and 
downs, studded as they were with changes in personal convictions, later played them- 
selves out in a historical irony- the triumphs of Germany and Russia, two forces 
which Churchill loathed and which he helped to further through the fateful results 
of his own actions... Turning to the quietly scathing English novelist, Ivy Compton- 
Burnett, the analysis of her style and its ultimate meaning is both leisurely and 
barbed. Slowly, Mr. West shreds a crucial scene from her Mother and Son and comes 
to the conclusion that the writer is not a provider of devastating social insights 
but merely a portrayer of manners in a "repulsively parochial" society and that she 
dresses up her portrayals to look like courageous explorations. These and the other 
sketches contain material that will be familiar to New Yorker readers. (LC: 57-5539) 


March 7 


Pough, Richard H. Doubleday 
AUDUBON WESTERN BIRD GUIDE: $4.95 
Land, Water and Game Birds 


Report repeated from the September 15th Bulletin when this was scheduled for 
earlier publication reads as follows: "The National Audubon Society is sponsoring this 
exhaustive guide to Western birds and Don Eckelberry and Terry M. Shortt have pro- 
vided the illustrations, 340 full color figures, 136 black and white drawings, maps 
and charts. This is the third of the pocket guides for beginners. Significant facts 
regarding identification, voice, nesting habits and range are presented. The data on 
habits makes this guide- and its fellows- particularly valuable, giving a kind of 
personal observation quality that takes it out of the routine guide terminology. 

One of the other qualities that distinguishes these books is the close attention 
given to information on where to look for the birds. There is a bibliography broken 
down by states; a very detailed Table of Contents; an Index. A glossary of standard 
abbreviations is pertinent to the practical use of the guide. Important regional 
market, plus reference shelves on ornithology in all but the very smallest libraries." 
Rogers, Dr. Lindsay Doubleday 
GUERRILLA SURGEON $3.95 


Dr. Rogers is a New Zealander who, after duty with British troops in North 
Africa during the early years of the war, made the decision to enter guerrilla war- 
fare in the Balkans and was accepted for training to join the Jugoslav partisans. 
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The account of his experiences, written a decade ago after he had just left the country, 
has the freshness of recently known people and events and the detachment of a thoughtful 
mind which could pause to analyse and indicate their meaning for the course of victory 
and for future Balkan politics. On one level the narrative is full of the scenes of 
daily life. There are conversations with his aids Bill and Ian (important people in the 
book), the work in makeshift hospitals, the dangers of movement and escapes and the de- 
veloping friendships with many of the fartisani. But these last, for example, are also 
geared to show their tendency towards Russian sympathies and the unfortunate handling of 
British propaganda which made the fartisani think that Britian's main contribution to the 
war was in helping Mikhailovich. We see too Dr. Rogers' concern with medical methods. He 
was appalled at the rough and unsympathetic operation room techniques he found among Ger- 
man trained doctors; he saw the possibility for a system of evacuating the wounded to 
Italy. Eventually he became so valuable that Tito commandeered him from the base in 
Croatia, where Rogers was beginning to feel at home, to start a medical school in Bosnia. 
A personal history which is exciting and perceptive enough to hold its own in the war 


annals market. (LC: 57-5526) y 
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Sargent, William 
BATTLE FOR THE MIND $4.50 


A British professor and physician here illustrates the "physiology of conver- 
sion and brain-washing" in a popular presentation of the several mechanistic methods which 
can be used to influence a man's beliefs- the "problem of policemen, priests or psychia- 
trists". Much material has been assembled: on Pavlov's experiments and findings in dogs 
which can be paralleled in humans- particularly under conditions of stress; on the use of 
drugs in psychotherapy (and the importance of arousing excitement); of shock treatments 
and leucotomy; on the techniques of religious conversion which go back to the earliest S 
times; on mass excitation and the implantation of beliefs; on political conversion in 
Soviet Russia today, on coercion in the criminal courts; etc., etc. All of this material- 
while not new- is documented and demonstrated, not defended, but the danger is of course 
.self-evident. It offers a background book on some of the more puzzling phenomena of 
individual and collective behavior. (LC: 57-6294) : 


Hoffman, Joseph G, Hanover House 
THE LIFE AND DEATH OF CELLS $4.50 


The structure and behavior of living cells is a fascinating, inspiring subject, 
in its bearing upon evolution; but about evolution- cellular research as yet has uncovered 
precious little. A popularization of cell theory, whatever revelations are to come, must 
at present limit itself to the mechanical findings of the laboratory and some general 
statements about the thought and purpose behind experiment, The author has followed this 
intention- but too steadfastly. He could easily have lightened the burden of this mater- 
ial with the exciting discoveries in tissue culture, or with studies of the personalities 
who dominate the cellular field and have established its spirit of inquiry. The book is 
far too precise and undeviating when it comes to lay interest- and on the other hand it 
overemphasizes problems in cancer research. The bias is due to the author's own back- 
ground in cancer work and it will be gratifying and edifying to those connected with 
this particular phase of research. (LC: 57-6302) 
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Sampson, Anthony Houghton, Mifflin 
DRUM $3.50 
Anthony Sampson, through a slight friendship at Oxford, went to Johannesburg & | 
to edit a new Negro periodical Drum, and this is a casual, off the cuff account which | 
reflects the new Africa- racial and cultural rather than political- in transition. 
Trying to reach the great "illiterate primitive mass"- Drum soon learned that the 
Africans wanted jazz and babes and crime, not “tribal music, folk tales and Basutos 
in blankets”. Because of the prevailing mistrust of the "white hand", Drum built up | 
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an almost all black staff, and,while not a propagandist paper, did an expose of the 
brutal farm conditions in Bethal, later (with difficulty) of the city jails. 
Sampson himself was to frequent the local "shebeens" (drinking spots); he met the 
impressive, influential Father Huddleston, and comments freely here on the effects 
of apartheid, on racial bitterness, on the "Coloureds" (off-white) who cross the 
line, and achieves throughout a lively commentary on Africa today. It may escape 
the general market however. (LC:57-6926) 


March 7 


Bowen, Catherine Drinker Little, Brown- A.M.P. 
THE LION AND THE THRONE $6.00 


* In the ultimate record of her work, this third biography in a triad includ- 
ing Holmes and Adams may well prove her most significant book. In the hearts of her 
readers, Sir Edward Coke is unlikely to take a place beside Justice Holmes and John 
Adams, nor does the span of English history, from Elizabeth to Charles I, come close 
to us as does our own Revolution and what is near to the contemporary scene. Coke, 
to the legal mind, 1s English law; Adams and Holmes would be first to recognize that 
America's heritage of free government owes much to Queen Elizabeth's Attorney General 
and Chief Justice under James I. Understanding of the many phases of public service 
he performed is essential to understanding the roots of our own Constitution, our Bill 
of Rights. Procedure and jurisdiction, free speech and the privileges of the body of 
law makers exist because Coke fought for them. Many of the cases he tried established 
precedents that survive today. His story is told often in terms too technical to hold 
the average reader spellbound as did the very human portraits in Yankee from Olympus 
and John Adams and the American Revolution. But one reads straight through his cases, 
his speeches in the House of Commons- and elsewhere- for the nuggets of wisdom, the 
legal philosophy, the fearless invectives, the jokes- couched often in Latin or punned 
in terms .that need footnotes today. His championship for the right of public trial, 
the writ of habeas corpus, the right not to incriminate onesself in court - today seems 
as immediate in importance as in the 17th century. England of his time gains a new 
dimension; one puts the "geography", the climate of opinion, the way of life, the 
court, beside the aspects revealed from different facets in Marchette Chute's 
Shakespeare of London and Ben Jonson of Westminster. Catherine Bowen's scholarship 
and research are given humanity and flesh and blood. Not as easy reading as her other 
books, but rewarding to those who seek enlightenment on the roots of our traditions. 


(LC:56-10656) 


_ Dingwall, Eric John Rinehart _ 
THE AMERICAN WOMAN $4.50 


An aggressive assault on American womanhood bristles with British disap- 
proval as it describes the "sexual life of a significant number of American women of 
the upper and middle income groups" and clarifies the general condition of women in 
the U.S. Sociologist Dingwall joins, of course, not only a number of our native 
critics (Wylie, Strecker, Farnham & Lundberg, etc.) but has assembled quite an arsenal 
of amplifying material from our books, periodicals, newspapers. He has also taken 
the trouble to go back to colonial times to put the blame on the collapse of the 
Puritan ideal for the dichotomy between the sexes. So that today's by no means better 
but dominant half is in an unenviable position; she has attained equality and inde- 
pendence at the expense of contentment at home; her sexual life is unsatisfactory in 
a "sex-obsessed country" with its bust and bottom fetishes and all the other pheno- 
mena of glamor; her maturity is delayed (boop boop a doop and Peter Pan collars ) 
while she retards the emancipation of her children, and the so-called man of the 
house submerges himself in business; and all of our media, radio, television, and 
particularly Hollywood, do much to condition, control and reflect her superior status 
but sorry state..... The market- cherchez la femme- she likes abuse (at any rate, 
she should want to be submissive). (LC:57-5685) 
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March 8 


Howe, Mark De Wolfe Harvard University Press 
JUSTICE HOLMES: The Shaping Years 1841-1870 $5.00 


With extraordinarily little in the way of primary source material to build on, 
Mark De Wolfe Howe has reconstructed those formative years in Mr. Justice Holmes' youth 
on which the fulfillment of maturity was built. Holmes rather deliberately destroyed 
letters, records, information about those years that he considered of wholly personal 
interest; a mere handful of letters, chiefly to his mother and a few scattered friends, 
survive; there was a small diary in which he recounted chiefly the course of his intel- 
lectual travels, authors and books, with brief comments, etc. There are the known facts 
of where he lived; of his family and youthful intimates; of his schools and teachers, of 
his connections with organizations that showed the bent of his mind; of his achievements 
and setbacks; of his goals. The years spent in active service in the Civil War started 
with high ideals and ended with some measure of disillusionment, incident, perhaps, in 
growing from boyhood to manhood. He sensed his capacities; he sharpened his tools; the 
years widened his scope of understanding, extended his probing curiosity to varied channels 
of thought and action, tested his beliefs. He shed much of the stuffiness of his Boston 
upbringing, prepared himself for the world of the mind and spirit in which he was to be- 
come a great figure. This is a thoughtful and perceptive biographical segment of what 
purposes to be a rounded life. No one better suited could have been found. Mark DeWolfe 
Howe was for a year secretary to Justice Holmes; he has been preparing for a full-scale 
biography during the time of his editing of the Holmes-Pollock Letters and the Holmes- 
Laski Letters. He is Professor of Law at Harvard University. This, while not in the 
usual sense a "popular biography" is the sort of biographical approach Holmes himself 


would have wanted. (LC:57-6348) | 
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Hamilton, Walton Knopf 
THE POLITICS OF INDUSTRY $3.50 


The five “informal” lectures which Hamilton originally delivered at the Univer- 
sity of Michigan are well-expressed. The content is definite enough, but the lectures 
imply such a free approach to the structure of American institutions that it takes a bold, 
heady thinker to follow the book. Denying the glib validity of the terms "capitalism" or 
“historical purpose" or any other unqualified descriptive term, Hamilton proposes that 
nations- especially this nation- function in entireties, the economic and political forces 
mutually propelling and impeding each other, their precise form a cultural outgrowth, their 
origins stretching back too far and involving too many contingencies for one to speak of 
an historical precedent or pattern. From this sweeping perspective, Hamilton is able to 
deal with and comment upon the total organic process, especially in the politico-industrial 
complex which is the book's center of focus. The view he reaches is one of the necessity 
for preserving the unhindered life of the process- for example through a relaxation of the 
stranglehold maintained by the patents of monopolitic capitalism.... A difficult though 
rewarding work for professions or close students of the industrial-political web. (LC:57- 


5654 ) 





March 14 


Boykin, Edward- Fd. Rinehart 
VICTORIA, ALBERT AND MRS. STEVENSON $5.00 


Sallie Coles Stevenson, a Virginian whose social graces matched her husband's 
political talents, spent five years in England while he served as Minister at the Court 
of St. James, and this is the collection of letters which she wrote home to her brothers 
and sisters during this time. An always receptive and responsive observer, she reveals & 
not only the warmth of her personality but also reflects thevery splendid society in which 
she moved with more than a spattering of royalty and nobility. And although she often 
longed for home, and quieter days and evenings (she was in delicate health much of the 
time), she also enjoyed the endless receptions, balls and soirees and notes the incidentals 
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of fashionable dress and foods at the time when London was a very festive city, when 
Victoria came of age and came to the throne, and when Palmerston, the Grand Duke 
Alexander of Russia and other famous figures were part of the world she frequented. 
The letters, often voluminous, are always spontaneous and form a pleasant period 
portrait. (LC:57-5218 


March 14 


Powell, Michael Rinehart 
DEATH IN THE SOUTH ATLANTIC $3.95 


This is a reconstruction of "The Last Voyage of the Graf Spee" from the 
time it sank the tanker Africa Shell until, by Hitler's orders, she was blown up on 
her departure from the River Plate by Captain Langsdorff. The piratical scuttling 
of the Shell, within the neutral three miles off the Portuguese East African shore, 
the imprisonment of its Captain Dove and his encounters with Langsdorff aboard the 
pocket battleship, the transfer of other prisoners from the Altmark, the Sptee’s 
other aliases, Deutschiand and Admiral Scheer, and the battle that trapped her off 
Montevideo precede the report on the British. Commodore Harwood, Bell of the Exeter, 
Parry of the Achilles and Woodhouse of the Ajax had hoped for a chance at the raider; 
her unexpected appearance left them little chance for strategy; but courage, team- 
work and surprise damaged and cornered her.. There followed four days in which Uru- 
guay's government, representatives of the Allies and of Germany tried for key posi- 
tions while Langsdorff tried for time for proper repairs. American Mike Fowler re- 
ported by radio; the diplomatic, military and civilians watched from shore - and the 
Spee set out, to be abandoned, blown up with her captain, wrapped in a German, not a 
Nazi, flag, a suicide. A high buff on all its exciting points, all the little details 
filled in, the individuals presented as personalities - makes this still quite a 
story - even at this date. (LC:57-6573) 
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O'Beirne-Ranelagh, Elaine Citadel Press 7 
HIMSELF AND I $2? 


"Himself" is an Irish-born father possessed with his heritage to the point 
of self-immolation; "I", an American young mother of three- the relentlessly humor- 
ous narrator, whose girlhood was spent in an abandoned passion for all the legends 
and history of Ireland. Despising the bourgeois comforts of their life in New York, 
they bought up an immense, ancient house, containing 15 fireplaces each with a nest 
of jackdaws- but no electricity. And in a blizzard of falling plaster, they settled 
down to what they supposed was the leisurely custom of the landed gentry. In Jim's 
case, the tradition that as the O'Beirne or head of the clan he was forbidden to 
work, coincided perfectly with his own natural inclinations. He gossiped, and helped 
oversee the servants' beer supply and the procurement of a steady maid. The domestic 
problem became, in fact, an absorbing task- involving the family in the romance of 
their hired hand and in a gaily irreverent pose as ardent churchgoers when they 
sought a girl from a local convent..... It's all good fun, but not especially funny, 
and of likeliest appeal to Irish readers. 


Yates, Dr. Dorothy Hazeltine Crowell 
PSYCHOLOGY YOU CAN USE $3.95 


Report repeated from the August lst bulletin, as follows: "Combining ex- 
perimental and clinical conclusions from thirty years of practicing psychology, Dr. 
Yates launches a frontal attack on unsatisfying living by setting forth procedures 
for getting on with the business of living more happily. She describes the excessive 
suggestibility of a person in a hypnotic trance to lead into her everyday advice 
about 'set'- the process of practicing association with works to relax or prepare for 
jobs or emergencies. This use of 'set' plus a considered and productive motivation 
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(particularly if something opposes the higher goal and must give way to it) comprise the 
pillars of a way of living more productively and vitally. The use of this system in 

military service, sports (she psychologized a boxing team into prime eondition), safe * 
driving, easy dieting is recommended and illustrated. A prod rather than a probe psycho- 

logy is at work here- with the benefits of self-instigation and inspiration for those 


who can profit from it. (LC:56-10792)" 


March-f? 4/77 |) 
Kent, Louise A. Houghton, Mifflin 
THE SUMMER KITCHEN d 3.50 $300 


. Another culinary composition from Mrs. Appleyard - and her daughter Cicely - 
concentrates on spring through fall accoutrements for a well filled stomach and a well 
tantalized palate. All the menus, recipes and attendant individual quirks are here along \ 
with the local Vermont countryside throughout the seasons, and the garden products occupy 
a definite place in meal planning. The settings - lunches, picnics, teas, suppers, special 
celebrations and a dance - are conducive to specialties, succulent even to read about, 
and there is plenty about Mrs. Appleyard's latest sorties into the handicrafts while her 
neighbors turn out their share of dishes and projects. There's an Indian princess to 
cook curry, a gustatory critic with whom to trade gastronomic feats; there's a community 
covered-dish gathering; there are short cuts and freezer know-how and kitchen lore of all 
kinds. A spur to extra efforts, this should taste as well as it reads, and be well worth 


what added fussing is necessary. (LC:57-5315) 


Simon & Schuster 


Rukeyser, Muriel 
| ONE LIFE $5.00 

Destined for attention, this complete biography of Wendell Willkie is an expe- oo] 
rimental book, adding to Muriel Rukeyser's biographical work on Willard Gibbs and to her 
growth and stature as more than an important American poet. In reality this book about 
Willkie is a poem, dynamic as was the man and its images equate his character, actions 
and thoughts with a forceful accuracy, becoming the nearest thing possible to the man, hin- 
self. Throughout the book we are told very little. We are presented rather with the 
actuality of what he saw: "....through the dream corn, chieftains gathering, closing in 
sees Or was saying: "...They talk about flood control..... But what are they marketing? 
Political power....they are...underselling the utility companies, and letting you- the — 
taxpayer- make up the loss". It is a book of impressions but impressions so arranged- 
in passages from political transcripts and newspapers, from Willkie's own writings and 
the statements of others about him,and from Miss Rukeyser's poems using these as a back- 
ground- that they add up to more than the mere reporting of fact. Though they are not ex- 
plained in so many words one comes to understand the important issues of the New Deal era, 
the battle of a man who fought the accumulation of power and who lived, during a short, 
full life, to see a unique aftermath of his defeat for the presidency. As a fully re- 
searched study which at the same time recreates its subject in imaginative form this sets 
new precedents in American writing. (LC:57-5680) | 

/ a Ce ‘) 
Zinsser, William K. os Ole Aa LIN Yow Simon & Schuster 
-A-PADDLE . $3.50 | 

| 
| 


The travelogue of a young couple, from their honeymoon on, gives the downbeat 
on remoter spots across the world in glib and entertainéd fashion... With Africa as their 
goal, it was a gamble whether their "dream" ship would ever get them to Lisbon in time to 
make their plane, for the Italian liner was somewhat less than perfect, but they did con- 
nect to tour Ruanda Urundi, the Watsui, Kenya, Mombasa, and had enough of Mau Mau, wild 7 
animals and hair-raising transportation. The next stage was a trip down the Nile from 
Khartoum to Luxor where De Mille and the shooting of The Ten Commandments added an un- 
expected touch. There's an interpolation of an earlier encounter with Sister Ham when 
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the author became responsible for that missionary's passage from Ternate, across the | 
Malay archipelago to the plane at Jakarta. The last schedule called for Angkor Wat,,. i 
Rangoon, Bangkok, an escape to rural Siam, and to Hong Kong where tailors performed | 
miracles of suit and dressmaking. A willingness and a receptivity are their pass- | 
ports, and discomforts, delays and the unexpected do not mar their good nature, while 

the sightseeing and the daily incidents take on a liveliness not found in guidebooks. 

An insistence on a Perelman touch is not always successful. (LC:57-5677) 5 
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Warfield, Frances Viking 
KEEP LISTENING $2.95 


Frances Warfield, who used much of her own life- and her own self- in her 
earlier novel, Cotton In My Ears, here writes an appealing autobiographical account 
of her own revolt against the handicap which for many years she did not admit- deaf- 
ness. "“Hairtrigger sensitive", to the word deaf which could be spelled dead, she 
used all kinds of evasions to fool the world at large, her friends, her husband. And 
over and above the fear of betrayal- there were the many other fears which haunt this 
special world walled off by silence. A first surrender brought her to the Nitchie 
School of Lipreading- a partial crutch; a second, to a hearing aid, but although 
wired for sound, she was still touchy (at a time when mechanical aids still had a 
certain stigma); and finally- always afraid- to the fenestration operations which ; 
restored her hearing altogether- deprived her to an extent of the career she had 
made of being deaf, while on the other hand devoting much of it to helping others 
through the N.Y. League for the Hard of Hearing..... A story told in personal, 
vulnerable, likable terms- which will give a hopeful, positive answer to many others 
who have spent their lives saying "What". (LC:57-6431) 


Draper, Theodore ‘ Viking _ 
THE ROOTS OF AMERICAN COMMUNISM 2) * $6.50 1> 


This is the first book in the series Communism in American Life, under 
the auspices of The Fund for the Republic, which will attempt to assess. this influ- 
ence. The editor of the series, Clinton Rossiter, emphasizes that all scholars 
engaged in the series have been given “absolute independence”. Working on a kind 
of 5-year plan, the studies will all be available by 1961 and will then include 
contributions on the role of communists in government, social structure, religion, 
education, mass media, “opinion forming groups", literature and art. The section 
covering party history, which is in this first study carried to 1923, will be fol- 
lowed by a second study by Draper extending to 1945, and from there will be relayed 
to David A. Shannon and brought up to date. The volume at hand, though cogent, 
precise and instructive, is distinguished for two reasons involved in the very nature 
of the undertaking: that it restores from the oblivion of missing and lost facts, 
and from the deeper oblivion of party distortion and outright fraud, the true out- 
lines of party history in America; and that it pieces together and evaluates the un- 
believable hodgepodge from which the party emerged. The history of it chronicles 
leftist and even rightist movements, as well as movements within movements. It is 
a sorting out of gradually determined precedents. It is a reconstruction of private 
opinions, scattered articles in forgotten periodicals, and isolated acts of revolt 
and conformity. Among the book's disclosures is the fact that Trotsky, during one 
of his brief visits, profoundly altered the total direction of American communism. 
But it is less a work of revelation than an astounding feat of ideological calis- 
thenics- and it is a most important study. (LC:57-6433) ; 
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CRAFT AND CHARACTER iV HCDURWM FICTICW #52 
“1d 
Modern fiction- and by "modern" Mr. Zabel means its deep roots in the 19th 
century too- is lucidly reanalyzed by a contemporary critic whose knowledge of the works 
of the authors presented is formidable. Stating his method of approach Mr. Zabel says 
that the test of character is a useful test of capacity, that character is in a way 
equal to the references to evidences of insight, originality and craftsmanship that 
work shows. In expounding this there are, first, four long essays, on Dickens, Hardy, 
Butler and James as the founders of modern fiction. Reading them brings a slow but 
growing recognition of the approach, not from a primarily biographical standpoint, but 
through joint comment on the writers and their work that is intuitive and brilliant 
enough to outline them in their closest relation to each other. Discussing Dickens 
there is obvious mention of his long affair with Ellen Ternan, but The Tale of Two 
Cities, taken partly as a product of Dickens' emotional state at the time, is consider- 
ably clarified as a sacrificial tale and, as part of Zabel's essay, does much to re- 
orient a more traditional opinion of Dickens. James as an expatriate emerges in a new 
light too. Rather than a man who renounced the American, he is seen as a natural pro- 
duct of a culture that thought of Europe with nostalgic longing and as a writer who 
addressed himself to two basic problems of the day- the determination of America's 
relation to Europe, the rival civilization, and the rescuing of fiction from tradi- 
tion and compromise. These pieces and the others, a long one on Conrad and several 
short essays on Greene, Forster, Mann and the more recent writers, make a distinguished 
volume. 


Zabel, Morton Dauwen 


PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITLE, DATE AND PRICE 


Davis, H.L.- THE DISTANT MUSIC- from 1/9 to 1/30 (Morrow) 

Beal, John Robinson- THE PEACEMAKER- from 1/9 to 3/? (Harper) 

Wallace, “E.S.- DESTINY AND GLORY- from 1/10 to 1/31 (Coward-McCann) 

Merrill & Loew- THE WEEKEND COOKBOOK- from 1/19 to 1/31 (Coward-McCann) 
Williams, Vinnie- THE FRUIT TRAMP- from 2/6 to 2/20 (Harper) 

Hirshberg & Aaronson- AS HIGH AS MY HEART- from 1/10 to 2/? (Coward-McCann) 
Soubiran, Andre- BEDLAM- from 1/17 to 2/?. Price from $4.50 to $3.95 (Putnam) 
Mortimer, Penelope- THE BRIGHT PRISON- price from $3.95 to $3.50 (Harcourt, Brace) 
Coxe, George Harmon- MURDER ON THEIR MINDS- price from $2.75 to $2.95 (Knopf) 
Gair, Malcolm- SAPPHIRES ON WEDNESDAY- from 2/? to 3/7 (Doubleday) 

Hacker, Louis M.- ALEXANDER HAMILTON- price from $4.00 to $4.75 (McGraw-Hill) 
Highet, Gilbert- POETS IN A LANDSCAPE- from 2/18 to 3/18 (Knopf) 

McCracken, Harold- HUNTERS OF THE STORMY SEA- from 2/21 to 3/7 (Doubleday ) 
Tennien & Sato- I REMEMBER FLORES- definite date 2/11 (Farrar, Straus & Cudahy) 
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A CALENDAR OF NEW BOOKS FOR FEBRUARY 


E 


Green, Gerald 


MacLean, Alistair 
Sharp, Margery 

Williams, Vinnie 
Bissell, Richard 


ot: Boag 
CONTEMPORARY 


THE LAST ANGRY MAN (Scribner) February 
Book of the Month Club selection. 
GUNS OF NAVARONE (Doubleday ) 
THE EYE OF LOVE (Little, Brown) 
THE FRUIT TRAMP (Harper ) 
SAY, DARLING (Little, Brown) March Book 
of the Month Club selection. 


$4.50 
3°95 
3-95 
3°95 


3-95 


PERIOD, HISTORICAL 


Keyes, Frances P. 
O'Neill, Egan 
du Maurier, Daphne 


Spicer, Bart 
Kenyon, F. W. 


Heinlein, Robert A. 
Cameron, Owen 

Landon, Christopher 
Shaffer, Anthony & Peter 
The Gordons 

Davis, Dorothy S. 

Locke, Charles 0. 


Randall, Ruth Painter 


Dos Passos, John 
Scheer & Rankin- Eds. 
Michener & Day 


aaa 
Pearson, Hesketh 
West, Jessamyn 


Spriggs, Elizabeth 
Farson, Negley 


BLUE CAMELLIA (Messner ) 

THE ANGLOPHILE (Messner ) 

THE SCAPEGOAT (Doubleday) March Literary 
Guild selection. 

THE TALL CAPTAINS (Dodd, Mead) 

MARY OF SCOTLAND (Crowell ) 


THRILLERS 


THE DOOR INTO SUMMER (Doubleday ) 

THE FIRE TRAP (Simon & Schuster ) 

ICE COLD IN ALEX (Morrow-Sloane) 

HOW DOTH THE LITTLE CROCODILE (Macmillan) 
THE BIG FRAME (Doubleday) 

DEATH OF AN OLD SINNER (Scribner ) 

THE HELLBENT KID (Norton) 
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HISTORY 


THE COURTSHIP OF MR. LINCOLN (Little, 
Brown ) 

THE MEN WHO MADE THE NATION (Doubleday) 

REBELS AND REDCOATS (World) 

RASCALS IN PARADISE (Random House) 


BIOGRAPHY 


BEERBOHM TREE (Harper ) 
TO SEE THE DREAM (Harcourt, Brace) 
GERTRUDE STEIN (Harper) 
A MIRROR FOR NARCISSUS (Doubleday ) 





